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Subject:  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, INTERSTATE 405 (I-405) IN ORANGE AND 

LOS ANGELES COUNTIES – ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS NEAR COSTA MESA 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Caltrans) recommends that the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) review and comment at the August 2012 Commission meeting on the 
following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR): 
 
• 12-ORA-405 PM 9.3/24.2, 07-LA-405, PM 0.0/1.2, 12-ORA-22, PM R0.7/R3.8, 12-ORA-22, 

PM R0.5/R0.7, 12-ORA-73, PM R27.2/R27.8, 12-ORA-605, PM 3.5/R1.6, 07-LA-605, 
R0.0/R1.2,  Roadway improvements on Interstate 405 (I-405) near Costa Mesa in Orange AND 
Los Angeles Counties. 

 
PROGRAMMING: 
 
This project in Orange and Los Angeles County will construct improvements to the Interstate 405 
corridor from SR-73 to I-605 that widen the corridor, relieve congestion and improve operational 
efficiencies for approximately 14 miles.  The project limits extend from 0.2 miles south of Bristol 
Street to 1.4 miles north of I-605, as well as portions of SR-22, SR-73, and I-605 in Orange and 
Los Angeles County.   The encroachments into Los Angeles County are associated with signing 
and striping to accommodate the transition from the existing to the proposed facility.  Orange 
County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is currently identifying additional funding sources to 
support the project implementation of each of the three build alternatives.  A large portion of the 
funding for the proposed project is included in Orange County's Renewed Measure M 
transportation sales tax initiative funding program.  Potential funding sources include Local 
Renewed Measure M funds, State Transportation Improvement Program funds, federal funds and 
tolls/user fees for the express lanes portion of one of the build alternatives.  The total estimated 
cost is between $1.3 and 1.7 billion.  The programming year has not been established.  Depending 
on the availability of funds and assuming the design-build procurement method, construction is 
estimated to begin in late Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-15. 
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ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• No Build Alternative.   
• Alternative 1 would add one general purpose lane.  
• Alternative 2 would add two general purpose lanes. 
• Alternative 3 would add one general purpose lane and one Express Toll Lane.   
 
The Toll Express Lane and the existing High Occupancy Vehicle Lane would be managed jointly 
as a tolled Express Lanes Facility with two lanes in each direction.   
 
POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
 
The decision to prepare an EIR was made due to analysis results indicating unavoidable significant 
environmental impacts in conjunction with the project’s public controversy. Impacts include: 
 
• Aesthetics 
• Land Use/Planning 
 
PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM: 
 
• Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts. 
• Relocations and Real Property Acquisition. 
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