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January 4, 2011 f

James Earp, Chair

California Transportation Commission
California Alliance for Jobs

928 Second Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SHOPP funding for San Marcos, San Diego County
Dear Chairman Earp:

This letter is to express our support for Prop 1B SHOPP augmentation funding for two projects in San
Diego County up for consideration before the CTC January 19 and 20, 2011, The first is for $10,500,000
in San Marcos and Escondido, from Woodland Parkway/Barham Drive to Nordahl Road to construct an
auxiliary lane between interchanges to help relieve traffic congestion. The second is for $3,800,000 in San
Marcos and Escondido, from Nordahl Road to Route 15 to extend the connector onramp to help relieve
traffic congestion.

These projects are critical to our region as Eastbound State Route 78 at Barham Drive in San Marcos was
the most congested rush-hour spot in San Diego County in 2009, bypassing notorious choke points such
as northbound Interstate 5 through Del Mar and Solana Beach. The highway at Barham Drive was backed
up during rush hour 243 days last year, or just about every workday. The length of each slowdown
averaged more than four miles, according to an analysis of state traffic data by The San Diego Union-
Tribune.

We appreciate your consideration of our request for this important project to our district.

Sincerely,

Mark Wyland Martin Garrick

Senator 38" District Assembly Member 74" District
G California Transportation Commission Members

Bimla G. Rhinehart, Executive Director California Transportation Commission

BONSALL. CARLSBAD, ENCINTAS, ESCONDIDO, FAIRBANKS RANCH, HIDDEN MEADOWS, OCEANSIDE.
RANCHO SANTA FE. SAN CLEMENTE, SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, SAN MARCOS, SOLANA BEACH & VISTA
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January 19, 2011

Ms. Bimla Rhinehart, Executive Director Re: Highway 108 East Sonora Bypass II
Mr. James Earp, Chairman

California Transportation Commission

1120 N Street Room 2233

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Rhinehart and Mr. Earp and Members of the California Transportation Commission:

I am writing to you regarding State Highway 108 East Sonora Bypass Stage II. This is a
proposed highway project that will replace Highway 108 from west of Peaceful Oak Road to
west of Via Este. Construction is planned to start in Spring 2011 and will continue for two years,
until Spring 2013. The project is approximately two miles long and costs approximately
$66,000,000, more than $30,000,000 per mile. The cost is high because Bypass Stage II includes
three stunningly expensive and unnecessary components: a monumental new bridge over the old
highway, a new intersection east of the new bridge and a freeway interchange at Peaceful QOak
Road.

Components

The first high-cost component in this project is a bridge that is 750" long and 85’ high. 750’ is
the length of 2 V; football fields. 85" is the height of an eight-story building. This proposed
bridge will soar over the existing highway and continue high above a small creek that is south of
the highway. This creek is part of the reason for building a 750 long bridge. Although it is
seasonal and carries little water, there is a site of archeological interest. To avoid touching the
site and having to remunerate the native people, Bypass Stage II builds a multi-million dollar
bridge high over the top of it.

The second expensive component in this project is a new intersection east of the new bridge,
to be built where there are no streets or cars at present. This will be an entirely new creation,
made by extending the old highway so that it dead-ends into the new highway, at a new
intersection. The new intersection is being called “temporary,” that it will be replaced when
Bypass Stage III is built. However, Bypass Stage III is not funded and, according to Caltrans,
there is no funding for it. As a practical matter, the new intersection will be permanent. All

Highway 108 traffic will have to go through it, either slowing down or stopping entirely. This



project won’t reduce traffic congestion, it will increase traffic congestion. If it is built, we will
have worse traffic congestion than we do now.

It is my understanding that this project will be funded in part by the Corridor Mobility
Improvement Account. By its title, this account appears to be intended for projects that improve
mobility. At present, there is no signal here and this stretch of highway flows like a river, even
on busy weekends. Adding a signal will cause traffic to slow down or stop entirely. Corridor
mobility will be reduced, not improved by this project. How can this project be considered for
funding under Corridor Mobility Improvement, since it will make traffic congestion worse than it
is now?

In addition to a monumental bridge and a congestion producing new signal, Bypass Stage II
includes a road to nowhere. Peaceful Oak Road is a narrow, short road with minimal daily
traffic. Why does this project build an interchange at Peaceful Oak Road? The new interchange
turns out to be part of a long-term county plan that involves extending Peaceful Oak Road to
Phoenix Lake Road, sometime in the future. An extension of Peaceful Oak Road to Phoenix
Lake Road might, perhaps, be built someday in the future, if the county can find money for such
a project and if other more urgent county road projects are put on hold for it. Meanwhile today,
this project asks taxpayers to borrow money to build a multi-million dollar freeway interchange
for a small road that dead-ends in less than a mile in someone’s front yard.

Impact of Construction

If Bypass Stage II were what it says it is, a “bypass,” it would actually bypass the old
highway. Two years of construction could take place on it with little disruption of daily traffic.
However, Bypass Stage Il does not bypass the existing highway but wraps around it like a snake.
Construction will take place next to and above the existing highway, guaranteeing significant
traffic disruption. What is being proposed here is effectively two years of intermittent road
closure on Highway 108. The three expensive components in this project are designed in such a
way that the construction of each one will require significant traffic interruption.

(1) The proposed interchange at Peaceful Oak will be built alongside the existing r/w.

(2) The 750° long bridge will be built over the existing highway. This will require scaffolding,
large parts delivered on huge trucks, assembling and welding work performed high above the
existing highway, followed by concrete and paving work. Expensive equipment will be operated
and highly paid workers will work 85 above an existing highway, a dangerous, technical and
very expensive operation. Traffic will not be allowed to flow normally or be allowed to flow at

all, while a 750’ long bridge is being built 85" in the air over the existing highway.



(3) The new intersection at the east end of the bridge will be a totally new creation. It will require
a small universe of construction equipment and materials for site preparation, grading, electrical
work, drainage, concrete work, paving and signals. The intersection construction will also be
tangled up in extending the old highway to dead-end into the new highway, very difficult to keep
the highway open at this point.

For local people, two years of traffic jams on Highway 108 above Standard Road will mean
they’ll start using nearby county roads. Standard Road to Tuolumne Road and Black Qak Road
to Soulsbyville Road will be one route. Another will be Crystal Falls Drive and Phoenix Lake
Road. This project will increase traffic and reduce safety on nearby county roads for two years,
including in front of Curtis Creek School and Soulsbyville School. Have the school districts been
informed of the impact that this project will have on their schools?

For tourists, two years of lengthy and unpredictable traffic delays will make travel up
Highway 108 out of the question, reason to go elsewhere. California tourists have many options
for travel destinations in the Sierras. They don’t have to include bumper-to-bumper traffic,
stopped for highway construction in their travel plans. Highway information is readily available,
two years of traffic jams will become well known and tourists will begin going elsewhere. This
seems like an especially poor time to start a project that will make it difficult for tourists to get
here and harder for people dependent on the tourist economy to stay in business.

Highway 108 is the only arterial into the high country, both for everyone living there and for
winter sports and summer tourists. What happens on Highway 108 near Standard Road will
impact everyone who lives and works uphill.

Voodoo Economics

The government agencies promoting this project are trying to present it as something that will
stimulate the local economy. That doesn’t add up. Tax revenues are down at all levels of
government, essential programs are being cut and budgets are not being balanced. This project
will be built by borrowing money and increasing debt. Bypass Stage II will stimulate the banks
that finance it and the corporations that build bridges, interchanges and intersections for Caltrans.
The people who live here will be burdened by it in three ways. They will have to help pay for it.
They will have to live with two years of construction mess and traffic delays. Afterward, they
will have worse traffic congestion than they do now, having spent millions of dollars that don’t
exist.

Take the short drive up Highway 108 from Standard Road to west of Via Este, for yourself.

See if you notice anything so wrong with this stretch of highway that it needs to be replaced.



Notice how smoothly traffic flows. Then, imagine two years of construction delays, with traffic
stopped uphill past the Tin Man and downhill below Standard Road, a multi-million dollar
bridge 85" above the old highway, a new intersection slowing and stopping all Highway 108
traffic and a freeway interchange for a road that goes nowhere. Does any of that make sense? Is
any of it necessary? Would you do it if it were your money? Would you borrow money to do it?

The last project bypassed a developed commercial area, allowing shoppers to shop more
conveniently and the through traffic to get through more easily. That does not apply to the area
covered by Bypass Stage II. Between Standard Road and Via Este, there is mostly open space.
There is no commercial need for building this.

None of the large-scale residential developments being proposed in Tuolumne County are
near this project and none of them will be benefited by it.

We could say, “This is Tuolumne County’s chance to scoop up some debt-financed money
from taxpayers somewhere else who won’t know the difference” but that would be wrong. The
simple truth is that the existing road does not need to be replaced. Bypass Stage I is entirely
unnecessary. It is an extravagant waste of public funds when there are no public funds left to
waste and should not be built.

In one way or another, everyone I've discussed this with said the same thing: “ I had no idea
of what was being proposed here. It’s a terrible idea and shouldn’t be built.” Very few people
actually know the details of this project. When they hear what is being proposed, they don’t want
it. Monumental bridges and signals are not only unnecessary in the mountains but they do not
draw people to the mountains. People come here to get away from that, There is something very
inappropriate with putting a highway up in the air on a long bridge in a rural area where
highways can much more easily, cheaply and attractively be built on the ground. The design of
this project is appropriate for a highly developed urban area where intersections and monumental
bridges high above other roads may be necessary. That isn’t the case here.

While money has been spent, that is no excuse for throwing away another $35,000,000-
40,000,000 on the largest item, the construction contract. It’s a matter of good money after bad.
["d like to see an itemized listing of the money that has been spent up to now. Along with many
other people, I find it difficult to see how $30,000,000 has been spent. If it has, taxpayers should
be able to see some documentation.

Because of California’s current debt ratings, bond interest will be at junk bond rates, adding

more unnecessary cost to an extravagant and unnecessary project.



A Useful, Common Sense. Affordable Altemative

A reasonable improvement for this section of Highway 108 would be to widen the existing
road and put in a center turning lane, using local road building firms to do the work. This would
provide a project that is affordable, increase highway safety and stimulate the local economy. It
is interesting that, without prompting, everybody living here comes up with this same, simple,
affordable common sense solution for this short two-lane stretch of road. What is wrong with the
highway planners that they cannot come up with similar plans? Why can’t they listen to the
public?

Summary of Main Points

>There’s nothing wrong with the existing road. It carries traffic very smoothly, even on busy
weekends. This project is entirely unnecessary.
>The project is also unnecessarily extravagant. None of the expensive components are needed or
appropriate in a rural area,
>The construction will cause serious traffic jams on Highway 108 for two years.
>The project will harm the tourist economy.
>The new intersection will be permanent. The project will increase traffic congestion on
Highway 108. It should not receive CMIA funding.
>Peaceful Oak Road is a road to nowhere. It does not need a multi-million dollar debt-financed
freeway interchange.
>A better plan is to widen the existing road and put in a center turning lane from Standard Road
to the four-lane at Soulsbyville, like was recently done in front of the Tin Man.
Overview

The more I learned about this project, the less sense it made. In talking with people about it, I
discovered that very few people know what is being proposed here and when they find out, every
one is opposed to it. It seems that there has been a successful effort to keep the public in a state
of delusion, ignorance and half-truths about this project. Most people think that the new
intersection will be temporary; that the bridge over the existing highway will be a low over-
crossing, not a 750° long 8-story high monumental bridge; and no one has any idea why an
interchange is being built at Peaceful Oak Road.

This experience has caused me to start wondering about the whole process of government in
which bureaucrats who are not interested in citizen opinion push a waste of money project on a
public that doesn’t want it. The distinction between providing essential services and proposing

unnecessary extras seems to have been lost. This project may be a very good illustration of a



larger problem in government that developed during the years when tax revenues were always
increasing. It is a poster child for government waste. In today’s economy, government neéds to
get back to its basic job of providing essential services and stop coming up with stuff we can’t
afford and don’t need. If this project is any indicator, there are areas of bureaucracy that cost us a
lot of money while doing a really poor job of providing the public with good value, with projects
that we actually need. If we are to regain control of government budgets, some common sense
needs to be restored to the spending of public money. For a start, Bypass Stage II should be put
on hold. It is not needed and we can’t afford it.

This is how we got where we are right now, by spending public money for expensive projects
that make very little difference to the public, by throwing tax dollars into projects that don’t
provide much bang for the buck. East Sonora Bypass Stage II is pie-in-the-sky at a time when we
can hardly afford meat and potatoes. Surely, the benefits of stimulus can be better applied and
received.

I invite anyone from the Commission staff and any of the Commission members to come here
and look at this on the ground, to see how well the existing highway works as well as to look at
the areas of the proposed interchange, bridge and intersection. I think that you will say, “This is a
terrible project, a waste of taxpayers’ money and a betrayal of their trust in us. It will reduce
corridor mobility. It should not be built.”

Like you, I am concerned about the future about our great state. As a fourth generation
Californian, I have a heartfelt commitment to doing a better job with our resources. If you come
to Sonora, I will be happy to meet with you.

Thank you for your kind consideration.
Sincerely,

Alan Haack
209-533-3810
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