





Findings:

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project, which avoid or
substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR.

Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public
agency and not the agency making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such other
agency or can and should be adopted by such other agency.

Statements of Facts:

Construction of the project will result in the relocation of residents and businesses within the
project area. These relocations will cause a substantial adverse effect on humans due to
displacement of people from their residences and communities and removing businesses from
their patrons. Currently, the selected alternative will result in a conflict with the City of Santa Fe
Springs General Plan. Until such changes to the General Plan have been adopted by the City of
Santa Fe Springs, the relative significant impacts of the project on land use policies will remain.
Construction-related detours and temporary or permanent road closures will cause periods of
traffic congestion throughout the Interstate 5 corridor during construction. Construction and
operation of the project will expose humans to noise levels that are in excess of the noise
abatement criteria. All of these impacts and measures that minimize the harm caused by these
impacts have been addressed in their respective headings in this Statement of Findings.

Carbon monoxide emissions from vehicular traffic add to the total greenhouse gasses in the
atmosphere, and therefore is a contributor to global warming, which could have an indirect
substantial adverse effect on human beings. In addition to the administrative and regulatory
cffort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles, the State will also, in conjunction with
the I-5 Corridor Cities, implement a sizeable urban reforestation plan. This reforestation plan is
primarily intended to act as a natural carbon-sink for the operation of the I-5. This reforestation
plan would be on a large scale and not only encompass areas close to the freeway, but also areas
further away as determined by Caltrans and each respective corridor city. This tree planting
mitigation will create more green areas, provide more natural shade in a heavily urbanized area
and enhance the visual character of not only the I-5 corridor, but also the surrounding cities.
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE
INTERSTATE 5 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

STATE ROUTE 91 TO INTERSTATE 605

The following information is presented to comply with California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines (Title 14 CCR Chapter 3, Section 15093) and of the Department of Transportation
Environmental Regulations (Title 21 CCR Chapter 11, Section 1501). Reference is made to the
Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project, which is the basis for the following
determinations.

Based on the Final EIR and other information in the record, The Department of Transportation
has determined that implementation of the selected alternative, Alternative 4B, may result in the
following significant and not fully mitigable impacts:

» Physical division of established communities

» Conflict with specific elements of applicable land use plans in the City of Santa Fe Springs

» Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of established standards

» Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive ground-bormne vibration or ground-bome
noise levels

* A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels

 Displacement of substantial numbers of existing housing

» Displacement of substantial numbers of people

» Anincrease in traffic at some locations which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic
load and capacity of the street system

Caltrans has further determined that while mitigation measures identified in the Final EIR would
be effective in reducing the impacts described above, those impacts would not be reduced to less
than significant levels even with such mitigation, and the selected alternative would still generate
significant, unmitigated environmental impacts.

Caltrans, acting as lead agency for the project under CEQA, having reviewed and considered the
Final EIR and in light of the whole record, finds:
» All feasible mitigation measures have been imposed to reduce adverse project impacts
» Altemnatives to the project are infeasible because they:
- Fail to provide the benefits provided by the selected alternative

- Fail to satisfy key project objectives
- Would result in greater environmental impacts than those of the selected alternative
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The selected alternative will reduce existing and forecast traffic congestion on I-5 between SR 91
and I-605. This selected alternative will reduce congestion occurring subsequent to completion
of improvements on I-5 south of State Route 91 in Orange County. The selected alternative will
also constitute the first phase of the recommended ultimate improvements on I-5 that have been
identified through the completed MIS process. The selected alternative includes short- and long-
term strategies to improve regional air quality and implementation of Traffic Control Measures
(TCMs) in the Statewide Implementation Plan (SIP).

Caltrans concludes, based upon the whole record, that the benefits of the selected alternative
outweigh Lhe unavoidable environmental impacts associated with its construction and operation
and determines that said benefits override the significance of their associated adverse impacts.
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