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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) consider a project baseline agreement amendment to the 
Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) Program. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The Department, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA), proposes to amend the scope of the Sonoma 101 
Central – Phase A CMIA project by adding an additional 1.3 miles of High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) lanes using $8,000,000 in local funds.  The proposed amended project would be a 
combination of the CMIA approved Central - Phase A project with the Central - Cotati Grade project 
(a portion of the original Central – Phase B project).  The proposed amended project would complete 
5.0 miles (of 6.4 miles planned) of the Central HOV project from Pepper Road in Petaluma to 
Rohnert Park Expressway in Rohnert Park.  The remainder of the Central- Phase B project would be 
constructed at a future date when funding becomes available. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The full Central HOV lane project proposes widening Route 101 from four to six lanes in Sonoma 
County.  The project is 6.4 miles long extending from Old Redwood Highway in Petaluma to 
Rohnert Park Expressway in Rohnert Park.  The new lanes are part of the Highway 101 Corridor 
Management Plan that will provide for continuous HOV lanes from just north of the Golden Gate 
Bridge in Marin County to Windsor River Road north of the city of Windsor in Sonoma County.  
The Central HOV project also upgrades the highway to current standards, adds auxiliary lanes, and 
provides Intelligent Transportation System elements, such as changeable message signs, vehicle 
detection systems, ramp metering systems and stations, advisory variable speed signs, and 
communication network links.  To reflect funding constraints and potential delivery challenges 
associated with a slide area on southern end of the Cotati Grade, the Central HOV project was 
segmented into Phase A and Phase B prior to the time of CMIA program adoption.  Central – Phase 
A was included in the adopted CMIA program, Central - Phase B was not. 
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The Central HOV project’s Environmental Document was approved in September 2007.  SCTA is 
the implementing agency for Design (PS&E) for the full Central HOV project.  SCTA programmed 
$3,500,000 in Regional Improvement Program (RIP) and Sonoma County Tax Measure M funds for 
the environmental phase and $10 million of Measure M funds to complete design of the full project 
(Phase A and Phase B).  These amounts are included in the approved CMIA project baseline 
agreement for Central - Phase A. 
 
The Central – Phase A project proposes to complete the northern 3.7 miles of the full Central HOV 
project from Railroad Avenue in Cotati to Rohnert Park Expressway in Rohnert Park and is fully 
funded and on schedule to begin construction in July 2009. 
 
The median section of the Cotati Grade is wide enough to provide for the two additional lanes, 
standard outside shoulders, and six foot inside shoulders.  Geotechnical engineers concluded that an 
inside only widening will not jeopardize the slide.  SCTA estimated that a median only widening 
with additional Traffic Operating System elements would cost $6,800,000 (Construction Capital) 
and could be funded from a reserve in its local sales tax measure.  Since the cost of PS&E for the 
Cotati Grade project was included in the Central – Phase A budget, additional funds are not needed 
to complete that work.  Therefore, SCTA board approved $8 million of Measure M funds for the 
Cotati Grade project, which includes $6,800,000 for Construction Capital and $1,200,000 for 
Construction Support. 
 
The cost per mile for the CMIA Central - Phase Project includes bridge replacement, sound walls, 
retaining walls, pavement rehabilitation, new sidewalks, creek crossing extensions, auxiliary lanes, 
new sign structures and other major improvements.  The cost per mile for the 1.3-mile extension is 
less than that of the CMIA Central - Phase A portion because the 1.3-mile extension through the 
Cotati Grade is limited to inside median widening only and there is no structures work involved. 
 
This additional scope being funded by Sonoma County Tax Measure M, is consistent with the 
corridor plan to construct a continuous HOV network through Sonoma and Marin counties on Route 
101, and would provide additional benefit to the traveling public. 
 
The Department is the implementing agency for the construction phase of the project and has 
reviewed the proposal.  The Department’s assessment is that the proposed scope change does not add 
significant risk to either the funding or execution of the construction contract. 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
Be it Resolved, that the California Transportation Commission does hereby amend the Corridor 
Mobility Improvement Account Program (PPNO 0775) to reflect the changes proposed in the 
attached project baseline agreement amendment. 
 
Attachment 
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