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RECOMMENDATION: 
  
The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the request by the City of Bakersfield (City) to 
extend the period of project completion for the Westside Parkway project (PPNO 06-8705) for nine 
months to August 31, 2012. 
 
ISSUE: 
  
On August 26, 2008, the Commission approved Resolution FP-08-08, allocating $69,200,000 for the 
Westside Parkway – Segment 1 project.  The City is unable to complete project construction by the 
deadline of November 30, 2011.  Therefore, the City is requesting a nine-month time extension to 
August 31, 2012. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City awarded the construction contract on November 19, 2008.  At the time of allocation, the 
Commission had identified the funds for the project coming from Proposition 1B (Prop 1B) funds.  
On December 17, 2008, the Department issued a letter stating that because of cash flow problems, 
the timely reimbursement of Prop 1B funds could not be guaranteed, and recommended that 
agencies not proceed with further agreements/contracts utilizing Prop 1B funds until there was 
improvement in the cash flow situation.  Although the problem did not directly impact this contract,  
the City decided to act cautiously and placed the project on hold.  In March 2009, the Department 
declared Prop 1B funding availability for projects and the City restarted the project in May 2009, six 
months after awarding the contract.  The project currently is open to traffic and in the final stages of 
construction, and the City anticipates accepting the contract by August 2012. 
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Current State Transportation Improvement Program Guidelines stipulate that a local agency has up 
to 36 months from the time of contract award to accept the contract.  The local agency has 180 days 
after the contract acceptance to prepare and submit the final invoices and reports to the Department.  
The Guidelines further stipulate that the Commission may approve a waiver to the project 
completion deadline one time only for up to 20 months in accordance with Section 14529.8 of the 
Government Code. 
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