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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE BART SILICON VALLEY PHASE 
1 – BERRYESSA EXTENSION PROJECT  (RESOLUTION E-11-58) 

 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the 2nd Supplemental Final 
Environmental Impact Report (SFEIR-2), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations for the BART Silicon Valley Phase 1 – Berryessa Extension Project (Project) in 
Santa Clara County for future consideration of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the SFEIR-2, Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is the CEQA lead agency for the BART 
Silicon Valley Phase 1 – Berryessa Extension Project.  The project will extend BART service 9.9 
miles from Warm Springs in the City of Fremont to the Berryessa district in the City of San Jose, on 
former Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) right-of-way, owned by Valley Transportation Authority. 
The project will also construct two stations. The BART Silicon Valley Phase 1 – Berryessa 
Extension project is programmed by the Commission in the TCRP program.   
 
The BART Silicon Valley Phase 1 – Berryessa Extension Project for which the FEIR covers will 
result in significant unavoidable impacts to traffic, energy, air quality, and noise.  Specifically, the 
Project would have a significant impact on 4 of the 24 directional freeway segments already 
operating at level of service F during peak hours; have long-term significant traffic impacts on 12 
intersections already operating at level of service D, E, or F; increased demand on statewide 
electrical transmission grid during peak periods; exceed Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD) thresholds for nitrogen oxides (NOx) during construction.  Mitigation measures and/or  
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alternatives to the proposed project that would substantially reduce or avoid these significant 
unavoidable impacts are infeasible. 
 
VTA adopted the SFEIR-2, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 
project on March 3, 2011.  VTA found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable significant environmental impacts of the project.  These benefits include, but are not 
limited to, improving public transit service and modal options; enhancing regional connectivity; 
reducing congestion on highways and supporting road networks; improving regional and sub-
regional air quality; improving mobility options; maximizing transit usage and ridership; and 
supporting local economic and land use plans.  VTA established a Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program to ensure that the mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented. 
 
On June 20, 2011 VTA provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set forth in the 
final environmental document is consistent with the project programmed by the Commission in the 
TCRP program.  VTA also provided written confirmation of its commitment to all of the mitigation 
measures stipulated in the SFEIR-2 and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  

 
The project is estimated to cost $2,576,500,000 and is funded with TCRP ($302,899,000), STIP 
($50,440,000), Federal ($900,000,000), and Local ($1,323,161,000) funds.  Construction is 
estimated to begin in fiscal year 2011/12.   
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-11-58  
• Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
04 – Santa Clara County 

Resolution E-11-58        
 

 
1.1 WHEREAS, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) has completed 

a Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• BART Silicon Valley Phase 1 – Berryessa Extension Project  

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the VTA has certified that the 2nd Supplemental Final Environmental 

Impact Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA 
Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will extend BART service 9.9 miles from Warm Springs to 

Berryessa and construct two stations in Santa Clara County; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to traffic, energy, air quality, and 
noise,  make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level 
the effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the VTA adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the VTA adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for 

the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the 2nd Supplemental Final Environmental Impact 
Report, Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the 
above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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