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SUMMARY: 
 
CTC Resolution G-96-17, adopted July 11, 1996, requires the California Department of 
Transportation (Department) to provide the California Transportation Commission (Commission) 
with a funding summary of projects on the State transportation system financed by other agencies 
during the previous year.  The Department should also include a list of those projects where the local 
contribution exceeds $20 million.  
 
Attachment 1 (Summary of Local Funding for State Transportation Projects) includes information by 
county on projects that are 100 percent locally-funded and those projects in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program and State Highway Operation and Protection Program that are partially 
funded with local funds.  The information displayed shows funding from sales tax measures and 
other local funds.  For construction in Fiscal year 2009-10, the total amount contributed by locals 
sources for on-system projects is $1,349,000.   
 
Attachments 2 through 5 identify those specific projects by county where the local contribution for a 
project on the State transportation system exceeds $20 million.  
 
The Commission also requested that the Department identify those agencies with existing local sales 
tax measures in California.  This information is provided in Attachment 6. 
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                                                                                                                                              ATTACHMENT 6 
 

FACT SHEET 
Local Funding on Transportation System 

 
Sales Tax 

 
Optional local sales taxes for transportation originated in 1970 when the Legislature 
authorized several counties served by the Bay Area Rapid Transit District to impose a 
regional sales tax.  Since then, the Legislature has authorized counties to impose (subject 
to voter approval) a special half of one-percent sales tax for transportation purposes. In 
most cases, the authorization also requires that voters are provided with an expenditure 
plan that lists how the new funds will be utilized. 
 
There are 54 transit districts and 184 counties that have sales tax measures.  (These 
counties are commonly referred to as the “Self Help Counties”.)   These taxes contribute 
a large share of transportation revenues within the state1.   
 
Agency        Tax Rate %       Year Established    Year Expires         Revenue in Millions 

(2008/2009) 
Transit Districts 
 
BART   0.5  1970   None     2464 
 
LACMTA  0.5  1982 & 1991  None  1,2554 
 
San Mateo County 0.5  1982   None       634 

 
Santa Clara  4  0.5  19764   None4     1464 

 
Santa Cruz Metropolitan 0.5  1979   None       154 
 
Subtotal                     $ 1,725 
 
County Authorities 
 
Alameda  0.5  1987 & 2002    2002 & 2022     1054 
 
Contra Costa  0.5  1989   2034        674 
 
Fresno   0.5  1987   20272        554 
 
Imperial   0.5  1990   20503        124 
 
Madera   0.5  20072   20272          74  
 
Marin   0.5  2005   2025        204 
 
Orange   0.5  1991   20412       2364 

                                                           
1 State Board of Equalization FY 2008-09 Annual Report, Table 21C - Revenues Distributed to Special 
Districts From Transactions and Use Tax, FY 2008-09, 
 (http://www.boe.ca.gov/annual/pdf/2009/ table21c_09.pdf    
2 Revised in FY 2006-07 Report. 
3 Revised in FY 2007-08 Report. 
4 Revised in FY 2008-09 Report 

http://www.boe.ca.gov/annual/pdf/2009/%20table21c_09.pdf


                                                                                                                                              ATTACHMENT 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agency  Tax Rate % Year Established  Year Expires Revenue in Millions 
 
 
Riverside  0.5  1989   2039  1254 
 
Sacramento  0.5  1989   2039           934  
 
San Bernardino  0.5  1990   2040  1214 
 
San Diego  0.5  1988   2048  2224 
 
San Francisco  0.5  1990   None    744 
 
San Joaquin  0.5  1991   20412    414 
 
San Mateo  0.5  1989   20334    634 
 
Santa Barbara  0.5  1990   20403     304 
 
Santa Clara VTA 4 0.5  2006   2036   1464  
 
Sonoma County  .25  2005   2025     174 
 
Tulare County  0.5  20072   2037      244 

 
Subtotal                                $ 1,458 
 
Total               $ 3,183 
   
There are currently 23 different local sales taxes levied throughout the State for 
transportation purposes.  These taxes collectively raised about $3.2 billion in FY 2008-
09.  Of the 23 separate taxes, 54 are imposed indefinitely while 184 of them have sunset 
dates. 
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