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Under Streets and Highways Code Section 164.56(e) the California Transportation Commission 
(Commission) is charged with the responsibility of funding an annual Environmental Enhancement 
and Mitigation (EEM) Program as scored and prioritized by the State Resources Agency in 
accordance with the funding level provided in the State Budget Act. 
The Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11 State Budget provided $10 million for the EEM Program. 

The 2010-11 EEM Program 
For FY 2010-11, the Resources Agency evaluated 61 grant applications and recommends that the 
Commission approve the 35 projects on the attached Projects Recommended for Funding list. 
 
The projects are the top-rated projects, are listed in priority order as determined by the evaluation 
teams, and the Resources Agency recommends funding the 16 projects in the north for $4,721,276, 
and 19 projects in the south for $5,278,724, for a 2010-11 EEM Program total of $10,000,000. 
 
One of the projects on the draft Recommended for Funding list exceeds the Resources Agency’s 
generally established limit of $350,000.  The Resources Agency will provide individual written 
justification for the project. 
 
Each project being recommended for funding must provide evidence of environmental clearance 
prior to adoption and potential allocation at the March 2011 Commission meeting or the project 
would be subject to removal from the list. 
 
The second attachment is the Substitution List.  The list is divided into Northern Counties and 
Southern Counties sections. 
 
The Northern Counties Substitution Projects section includes 9 projects displayed in priority order 
for substitution should any of the northern counties projects on the Recommended for Funding list 
be unable to proceed at this time. 
 
The Southern Counties Substitution Projects section includes 17 projects displayed in priority order 
for substitution should any of the southern counties projects on the Recommended for Funding list 
be unable to proceed at this time. 
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Background 
Under EEM statutes, the Resources Agency is responsible for developing and adopting procedures 
and criteria; evaluating grant proposals; submitting a list of ranked projects recommended for 
funding; and finding that the projects are eligible for funding under Article XIX of the State 
Constitution.  The Resources Agency’s procedures and criteria contain a detailed, quantitative 
scoring mechanism that is used to evaluate and rank projects in priority order by assigning point 
scores to each project.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 187 and 188 of the Streets and 
Highways Code, an attempt is made to allocate 40% of the total amount recommended to projects in 
the northern counties and 60% of the total amount to projects in southern counties. 
 
The EEM Program is designed to undertake “environmental enhancement and mitigation projects 
that are directly or indirectly related to the environmental impact of modifying existing 
transportation facilities or for the design, construction, or expansion of new transportation facilities”.  
EEM projects must provide environmental enhancements and mitigation over and above what is 
otherwise called for under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 or the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. 
 
The general categories of EEM projects eligible for funding are: 
 
 Highway Landscape and Urban Forestry projects designed to offset vehicular emissions of 

carbon dioxide through the planting of trees and other suitable plants.  Projects may be within or 
outside the right-of-way of the related transportation facility.  Projects within the right-of-way, 
however, are not intended to supplant or augment highway landscaping that would normally be 
funded by the responsible public agency.  Any planting within public road rights-of-way shall be 
limited to trees only. 

 
 Resource Lands acquisition, restoration or enhancement of resource lands to mitigate the loss of, 

or the detriment to, resource lands lying within or near the right-of-way, acquired for proposed 
transportation improvements.  Resource lands include natural areas, wetlands, forests, 
woodlands, meadows, streams, or other areas containing fish or wildlife habitat.  Enhancement 
of resource lands may include the restoration of wildlife corridors. 

 
 Roadside Recreational acquisition and/or development of roadside recreational opportunities, 

including roadside rests, scenic overlooks, trails, trailheads, sno-parks, and parks. 
 
Any local, state or federal agency or nonprofit entity may apply for and receive grants under the 
EEM Program.  The applicant is not required to be a transportation organization but must be able to 
demonstrate adequate charter or enabling authority to carry out the type of project proposed.  Two or 
more entities may participate in a joint project. 
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