
 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: November 3-4, 2010  

 Reference No.: 2.2c. (12)  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  BIMLA G. RHINEHART 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE MOUNTAIN VIEW AVENUE/ 
AVENUE 416/ EL MONTE WAY WIDENING PROJECT 
RESOLUTION E-10-98  

 
  

ISSUE: 
 

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Mountain View 
Avenue/ Avenue 416/ El Monte Way Widening project (project) in Tulare and Fresno Counties and 
approve the project for future consideration of funding? 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The County of Tulare (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  The County of Tulare 
along with Fresno County and the City of Dinuba propose to improve a 12 mile stretch of Mountain 
View Avenue/Avenue 416/El Monte Way from Bethel Avenue to Road 92, providing a direct 
connection to State Route 99.   
 
On October 21, 2008, the County Board of Supervisors certified the FEIR and adopted a Statement 
of Overriding Considerations and Mitigation Monitoring Program to govern the implementation of 
mitigation measures for the project. The FEIR considered two build alternatives, each with slightly 
different alignments that would minimize impacts to adjacent natural resources and existing land 
uses.  Alternative one was selected as the preferred alternative.   
 
The FEIR identified certain impacts related to cultural resources and noise that cannot be reduced to 
a less than significant level after mitigation. Specifically, the County Board of Supervisors found 
that there will be an adverse effect on the Levis House; McNab Residence; Whittington Residence; 
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and Bolinger House, properties determined to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Prior to demolition, documentation and photographs will be filed with various 
preservation organizations after review and approval by the State Historic Preservation Officer.  In 
addition, a substantial increase in traffic noise levels due to the project is predicted to occur at 
several locations and mitigation by sound walls is not feasible at these locations because sound walls 
would block access requirements for the project. 
 
On October 21, 2008, the County found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited to, providing 
congestion relief and improving traffic flow on the regional transportation and circulation system; 
providing pedestrian friendly improvements and complying with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act; and enhancing the safety of the facility.  The County established a Mitigation Monitoring 
Program to ensure that the mitigation program specified is implemented.   
 
The Project, estimated to cost $118,000,000, is not fully funded.  The project is programmed with 
STIP ($2,185,000), Federal ($1,080,000) and Local ($1,621,000) funds.  This project will be built in 
multiple phases pending the availability of funding.  Therefore, construction is estimated to begin in 
2012 and be completed in 2022.  On September 1, 2010 the County provided written confirmation 
that the preferred alternative set forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the 
project scope of work programmed by the Commission in the STIP and included in the Regional 
Transportation Plan.   
 

 
 
Attachments 
 Resolution E-10-98  
 Statement of Overriding Considerations      
 Project Location 
 

 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Future Funding  
06 – Tulare County 
Resolution E-10-98    

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of Tulare (County) has completed a Final Environmental 

Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
 Mountain View Avenue / Avenue 416 / El Monte Way Widening Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 

has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will construct 12 miles of four-lane roadway with a 

median from Fresno County to Tulare County linking the existing four-lane 
roadways in a continuous facility; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to cultural resources and noise 
make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the 
effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the 

facts as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings 
of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above 
referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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