
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Date: April 7-8, 2010 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART File: Book Item 2.2c (7) 
  Executive Director  Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – Harlan Ranch Project and Northeast 

Annexation Program (Resolution E-10-24)  
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental 
Impact Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 
Harlan Ranch Project and Northeast Annexation Program (project) in the City of Clovis, Fresno 
County and approve the project for future consideration of funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of 
Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration 
of funding. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The City of Clovis (City) prepared the FEIR for the approval and 
construction of a 410 acre mixed use development and the eventual annexation of all of the 
unincorporated lands within the City’s sphere of influence situated northwest of State Route 168, 
south of Shepherd Avenue and east of Temperance Avenue within the unincorporated area of 
Fresno County, adjacent to the northeast City limits of Clovis. 
 
The City found certain significant and unavoidable impacts that could not be reduced to a less 
than significant level with mitigation.  These impacts and/or cumulated impacts related to 
aesthetics, noise, agricultural resources, air quality and land use.  The City found that the social, 
legal and economic benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable impacts.   
 
On July 25, 2005 the City Council certified that the FEIR was adequate and was completed in 
compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA guidelines; approved and adopted the Findings of 
Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations; and approved and adopted a Mitigation 
Monitoring Program for the project.  On March 12, 2010 the City revalidated the FEIR finding 
that the original environmental document remains valid and no further documentation is 
necessary. 
 
As part of the project, the City is constructing an extension of DeWolf Avenue to State Route 
168. The extension will provide access from Harlan Ranch to State Route 168 at an at-grade 
intersection. The existing intersection is fully developed with traffic signals, and striping for 
through and turn lanes in all four directions, and is ultimately planned for a future interchange.  
Since access to State Route 168 was restricted, at the request of Caltrans and the City, the 
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Commission approved a new public road connection at the May 28-29, 2008 Commission 
meeting. At that time, the Commission was informed that the project was fully funded by the 
City and no state or federal funds were to be used. However, the City now intends to seek federal 
stimulus II TE funds for construction of a portion of the Sierra Gateway Trail (trail) as a part of 
the overall project.  The environmental impacts of the trail are covered by the FEIR.  The trail is 
estimated to cost $761,000.00 and is anticipated to be fully funded by federal TE funds.  
Construction is estimated to begin in 2010 if federal stimulus II TE funds are obtained. 
 
 
Attachments 
• Resolution E-10-24 
• City of Clovis Findings of Fact and Overriding Considerations    
• Project Location 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Consideration of Future Funding  
06 – Fresno County 
Resolution E-10-24 

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Clovis (City) has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Harlan Ranch Project and Northeast Annexation Program 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report has 

been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project would construct a 410 acre mixed use development 

including a range of residential densities, mixed-use commercial areas, 
neighborhood parks and trail system and other development; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related aesthetics, air quality, land use, 
cumulative loss of agricultural land and cumulative noise impacts make it infeasible 
to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects associated with 
the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for 

the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to 
allow for future consideration of funding. 
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