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Memorandum 
 
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Date: July 17, 2009 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART File: Book Item 2.2c (1) 
  Executive Director  Action 
 
 
Ref:  Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Sonoma-Marin Area 

Rail Transit Project (Resolution E-09-56) 
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental 
Impact Report (FEIR) and Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR), Findings, 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) 
Project (project) and approve the project for consideration of funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, FSEIR, 
Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the project for consideration 
of funding. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The SMART District approved a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 
for the project in July 2006 and a FSEIR in July 2008.  The project scope addressed in the FEIR 
included passenger rail service along approximately 70 miles of the existing Northwestern 
Pacific (NWP) rail corridor from Cloverdale in Sonoma County to Larkspur in Marin County, 
with 14 rail stations, several passing sidings, a rail maintenance facility and shuttle service at 
select locations.  The project also included the implementation of a bicycle/pedestrian pathway 
generally within or adjacent to the rail corridor.  The proposed bicycle/pedestrian pathway 
includes a combination of Class I and Class II facilities.  Implementation of the project would 
occur generally within the existing railroad right of way.   
 
The FSEIR was prepared to analyze project components and conditions that have changed since 
certification of the FEIR in 2006.  Specifically, the FSEIR was prepared to analyze the 
environmental impacts associated with adding weekend service; using light Diesel Multiple Unit 
(DMU) for passenger service rather than the heavy DMU; adding three alternative sites for the 
Novato South rail station; and an update of the cumulative analysis associated with potential 
changes in the future North Coast Railroad Authority freight service. 
 
In general, impacts of the revised project are the same or less severe than impacts identified for 
the proposed project as analyzed in the 2006 certified FEIR.  No new significant unavoidable or 
more severe impacts were identified for the project as a result of the supplemental environmental 
analysis.  
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All feasible mitigation measures have been required in or incorporated into the proposed project 
to lessen or avoid the significant environmental effects identified.  Nevertheless, there are 
environmental impacts that may not be reduced to less than significant levels even with the 
proposed mitigation measures.  These impacts include the susceptibility of the rail alignment, 
including station sites, to severe ground shaking from a large magnitude earthquake; increased 
delay at some intersections near rail stations; increased potential for traffic hazards on the 
freeway ramps to the Ignacio Wye Station site alternative (if the Ignacio Wye Station site 
alternative were the selected Novato South station); project-level and cumulative noise impacts 
from train horns at at-grade crossings; and increased cumulative noise levels from passenger and 
freight train operations for sensitive receptors near the tracks at some locations between the 
Ignacio Wye (Highway 37) and Cloverdale.   
 
The SMART District Board of Directors (Board) balanced the benefits of the proposed project 
against its unavoidable environmental risks and determined that the benefits of the proposed 
project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects.  The Board determined that the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the proposed project are acceptable and that there 
are overriding considerations which support the Board’s approval of the proposed project.  The 
Board also adopted a mitigation monitoring plan that includes both the environmental 
compliance measures proposed as part of the project and the measures the Board imposed to 
mitigate or avoid the project’s significant environmental effects.   
 
The project is estimated to cost $589,676,000.  The project is anticipated to be funded with 
TCRP ($37,000,000), Proposition 116 ($28,000,000), Federal ($5,000,000), and Local 
($519,676,000) funds.  Vehicle procurement will begin in FY 2009/10, with construction starting 
in fiscal year 2010/11. 
 
 
Attachments 
• Resolution E-09-56 
• Project Location 
• Exhibit B - Significant Unavoidable Impacts 
• Exhibit C - Statement of Overriding Considerations 
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Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
04-SON/MRN 

Resolution E-09-56 
 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) District has 

completed a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) and a Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the SMART District Board of Directors has certified that both the 

FEIR and FSEIR have been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA 
Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project would implement a passenger rail system from Cloverdale 

in the County of Sonoma to Larkspur in the County of Marin; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the FEIR and FSEIR; and 
 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that specific 

unavoidable significant impacts related to the susceptibility of the rail alignment, 
including station sites, to severe ground shaking from a large magnitude earthquake; 
increased delay at some intersections near rail stations; traffic hazards on the freeway 
ramps to the Ignacio Wye Station site alternative (if the Ignacio Wye Station site 
alternative were the selected Novato South station); project-level and cumulative noise 
impacts from train horns at at-grade crossings; and increased cumulative noise levels from 
passenger and freight train operations for sensitive receptors near the tracks at some 
locations between the Ignacio Wye (Highway 37) and Cloverdale  make it infeasible to 
avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects associated with the 
project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the SMART District Board of Directors adopted a Statement of 

Overriding Considerations for the project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the SMART District Board of Directors adopted a Mitigation 

Monitoring Program for the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the FEIR and FSEIR, Findings and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to allow for 
consideration of funding. 




























