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Environmental Analysis

APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
05-MON-68, PM 3.8/4.4
RESOLUTION E-09-37

RECOMMENDATION:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California
Transportation Commission (Commission), as a responsible agency, approve the attached
Resolution E-09-37.

ISSUE:

The attached resolution proposes to approve for future consideration of funding the following
project for which a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been completed:

¢ Route 68 in Monterey County. Construct one additional lane in each direction on
Route 68 near Pacific Grove. (PPNO 0480)

This project in Monterey County will widen and upgrade Route 68 from just west of the
Community Hospital of Monterey entrance to the Route 1/68 interchange. The project is not
fully funded. The project is programmed in the 2008 State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) for $100,000 for right of way. The project is proposed to be funded primarily
by private development sources, the City of Monterey, and future Transportation Agency for
Monterey County STIP shares. The total estimated cost is $21,170,000, capital and support.
Depending on the availability of funding, construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year
2010-11.

A copy of the FEIR has been provided to Commission staff. Issues with the construction
permanently impacting Monterey Pine Forest and the public controversy regarding the project
resulted in an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) being completed for this project. Upon
completion of the EIR, mitigation measures related to the Monterey Pine Forest reduced impacts to
less than significant. As a result, a Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted.
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The Department has approved this project for construction. This approval and the filing of the
Notice of Determination with the Office of Planning and Research will satisfy the environmental
requirements for this stage of the project planning process.

Attachments
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding
05-Mon-68, PM 3.8/4.4
Resolution E-09-37

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation (Department) has completed
an Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project:

. Route 68 in Monterey County. Construct one additional lane in each
direction on Route 68 near Pacific Grove. (PPNO 0480)

WHEREAS, the Department has certified that the Environmental Impact Report has
been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its
implementation; and

WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a responsible agency, has
considered the information contained in the Environmental Impact Report; and

WHEREAS, the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation

Commission does hereby approve the above referenced project to allow for future
consideration of funding.
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Figure 1-2. General Project Features
(Source: Project Study Report on Route 68, November 2000 Mark Thomas & Co.)
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