
Memorandum  
 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS   Date: May 21, 2009 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART    File: Book Item 2.2c (9)  
 Executive Director      Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – East Connector Roadway Project 

(Resolution E-09-48)     
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) and Findings of Fact to allow the East Connector 
Roadway Project (project) in the City of Weaverville to be considered for funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR and  
Findings of Fact and approve the project to allow for consideration of funding.  
  
BACKGROUND: The project includes the construction of a two lane arterial roadway 
and bicycle and pedestrian trails in the City of Weaverville (Weaverville).   The project is 
proposed to provide an efficient arterial connection for through traffic traveling between 
the east and north sections of Weaverville; reduce the dependency on SR 299 for local 
travel; reduce traffic on local streets; improve vehicle and pedestrian safety; increase the 
availability and continuity of bicycle lanes and pedestrian trails, and provide an alternate 
route for emergency vehicle access and emergency evacuation plans. 
 
Trinity County (County), as the CEQA lead agency for the project, certified the FEIR on 
March 4, 2003.  On May 22, 2009, the County provided written confirmation that there 
are no new impacts that were not addressed in the FEIR.   
 
The FEIR identified certain significant effects on the environment that, absent the 
adoption of mitigation measures, would be caused by the construction and operation of 
the project.  Environmental impacts include potential erosion and sedimentation during 
construction, removal of riparian habitat, potential water quality impacts to East Weaver 
Creek and Lance Gulch, encroachment into the 100 year floodplain of East Weaver 
Creek, increased noise levels, changes in visual resources, potential loss of seasonal 
wetlands, potential introduction of invasive weeds, temporary disturbance of nesting 
birds, potential adverse impacts to the threatened Coho salmon and its critical habitat, and 
accidental disruption of previously undiscovered cultural resources.  
 
 
The County adopted a mitigation monitoring plan to mitigate to a less than significant 
level all of the significant effects on the environment for this project.   The County Board 
of Supervisors found that changes or alternations have been required in, or incorporated 
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into, the project which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effects 
of the project, and mitigate all of the significant environmental effects to a less than 
significant level.   
 
The FEIR provides environmental clearance for two projects that are programmed in the 
STIP as follows: 
 
Lowden Park – Senior Center Bike and Pedestrian Lane Project 
This project will construct a new bicycle and pedestrian trail, including a bridge over East 
Weaver Creek.  The trail would connect County park facilities adjacent to the 
Weaverville Elementary School with residential areas and senior housing facilities in the 
Brown’s Ranch area. 
 
The project is estimated to cost $940,000 and is fully programmed with STIP TE.    
Construction is estimated to begin in August 2010.  
 
East Weaverville, Route 299 to Route 3, New Two Lane Arterial Roadway Project 
This project will construct a new two-lane minor arterial from SR 299 east of 
Weaverville to SR 3 north of Weaverville.  The Lowden Park to Senior Center 
Bike/Pedestrian trail and bridge would connect to the East Connector Roadway.   
 
The project is estimated to cost $7,460,000 and is fully programmed with STIP RIP.  
Construction is estimated to begin in August 2010. 
 
 
Attachments 
- Resolution No. 09-48   
- Project Location 
- CEQA Findings of Fact 
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Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
02-TRI 

Resolution E-09-48  
 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of Trinity has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• East Connector Roadway Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the County of Trinity Board of Supervisors has certified that the Final 

Environmental Impact Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will provide an efficient arterial connection for through 

traffic traveling between the east and north sections of Weaverville and provide 
other improvements; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, written findings state that changes or alternations have been required 

in, or incorporated into, the project which avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental effects of this project, and mitigate all of the significant 
environmental effects to a less than significant level, as identified in the Final 
Environmental Impact Report; and   

 
1.6 WHEREAS, a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program was adopted for this 

project; and 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the findings and approve the above referenced 
project to allow for consideration of funding.  












































