
Memorandum  
 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS   Date: April 27, 2009 
 
 
From: BIMLA RHINEHART    File: Book Item 2.2c (7)  
 Executive Director      Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – Katella Avenue Super Street Project 

(Resolution E-09-32)     
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations to allow the Katella Avenue Super Street Project to be considered for 
future funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, 
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Katella Avenue 
Super Street Project (project) and approve the project to allow for future consideration of 
funding.  
  
BACKGROUND:  The County of Orange (County) was requested by the Orange 
County Transportation Authority (OCTA) to serve as the Lead Agency under CEQA for 
this project. The Orange County Board of Supervisors (Board) approved the FEIR and 
adopted Findings of Fact, a Statement of Overriding Considerations and a Mitigation 
Measures/Monitoring and Reporting Program on February 2, 1993.  The Board found that 
unavoidable significant impacts related to transportation, aesthetics, land use and noise 
are clearly outweighed by the economic, social, and other benefits of the project.   
 
The project includes improvements to a 14.3 mile segment of Katella Avenue in Orange 
County between Interstate 605 and State Route 55.  The stretch of Katella Avenue to be 
improved extends from the San Gabriel River Freeway (I-605) in the west to Tustin 
Avenue in the east, and traverses areas of unincorporated Orange County and the cities of 
Los Alamitos, Cypress, Stanton, Garden Grove, Anaheim and Orange.  
 
The proposed project includes intersection widening improvements, mid-block widening 
in some locations, on street parking prohibition, lane re-striping and bus turnouts within 
an approximately 120 foot roadway cross section.  These measures will provide 
additional capacity, improve traffic flow, and upgrade the safety and efficiency of the 
roadway.   
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The FEIR provides environmental clearance for two projects that are anticipated to be 
funded through the Proposition 1B State and Local Partnership Program (SLPP) as 
follows: 
 
Katella Avenue Smart Street, Humor Drive to Jean Street 
This project will be implemented by the City of Anaheim and includes improvements 
such as modifying curb line and striping to widen Katella Avenue from 4 to 6 lanes (2.2 
new lane miles), adding raised medians, and widening the intersection with Brookhurst 
Street to add additional turn pockets and lanes, bus turnouts, and through lanes.  On 
March 10, 2009 the City of Anaheim made a determination that the FEIR completed on 
February 2, 1993 is adequate for the purposes of compliance with CEQA. 
 
The project is estimated to cost $10,200,000 and is anticipated to be funded with 
Proposition 1B State and Local Partnership ($3,700,000), Proposition 1B Local Streets 
and Road ($1,800,000) and Local ($4,700,000) funds.  Construction is estimated to begin 
in fiscal year 2008/09.  
 
Katella Avenue Smart Street, Jean Street to Stanton Channel  
This project will be implemented by the County of Orange and will widen Katella to six 
lanes with raised medians and turnouts between Stanton Channel and Jean Street (2.8 
new lane miles).   On August 22, 2007 the City of Stanton made a determination that the 
FEIR completed on February 2, 1993 is adequate for the purposes of compliance with 
CEQA. 
 
The project is estimated to cost $8,999,999 and is anticipated to be funded with STIP 
($992,262), Proposition 1B State and Local Partnership ($2,299,189), Proposition 1B 
Local Streets and Roads ($3,093,610) and Local ($2,614,938) funds.  Construction is 
estimated to begin in fiscal year 2008/09. 
 
 
Attachments 
- Resolution No. 09-32  
- Project Location 
- Board Resolution - Statement of Overriding Considerations 
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Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
12-Orange County 
Resolution E-09-32 

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of Orange has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Katella Avenue Super Street 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the Orange County Board of Supervisors has certified that the Final 

Environmental Impact Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will provide additional capacity, improve traffic flow, and 

upgrade the safety and efficiency of the roadway; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, written findings indicate that specific unavoidable significant impacts 

related to transportation, aesthetics, land use and noise make it infeasible to avoid or 
fully mitigate to a level less than significant the effects associated as a result of the 
project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, a statement of overriding considerations was adopted and findings 

were made pursuant to CEQA guidelines; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program was adopted for this 

project; and 
 
1.8 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the 

facts as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the findings and statement of overriding 
considerations and approve the above referenced project to allow for future 
consideration of funding.  
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