
Memorandum  
 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS   Date: April 27, 2009 
 
 
From: BIMLA RHINEHART    File: Book Item 2.2c (2)  
 Executive Director      Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – South Sacramento Corridor Phase 2 

Light Rail Extension Project (Resolution E-09-27)     
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Supplemental 
Final Environmental Impact Report (SFEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations to allow the South Sacramento Corridor Phase 2 Light Rail 
Extension Project to be considered for funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Commission accept the SFEIR, 
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the South Sacramento 
Corridor Phase 2 Light Rail Extension Project (project) and approve the project to allow 
for consideration of funding.  
  
BACKGROUND:  On March 29, 1995, the Sacramento Regional Transit (RT) Board of 
Directors adopted a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for long term development of 
light rail transit (LRT) improvements in the South Sacramento Corridor based on a Final 
EIR/EIS certified by the RT Board on May 8, 1995.  At this time, in response to capital 
and operations funding constraints, the RT Board stated its intention to implement the 
South Corridor project in two phases.  The Sacramento Corridor Phase 1 project, 
extending from the 16th street LRT station in downtown Sacramento to Meadowview 
Road in South Sacramento, was completed in September 2003. 
 
This SFEIR/Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SFEIS) focuses on the 
environmental impacts of the second phase of the LPA adopted by the RT Board of 
Directors in 1995 and supplements the environmental evaluation contained in the 1994 
Final EIR/EIS.     The project will extend light rail transit service 4.3 miles from the 
South Sacramento Corridor Phase 1 terminus at Meadowview Road southward along the 
Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) right of way, turning east crossing the UPRR and Union 
House Creek, continuing east of the proposed extension of Cosumnes River Blvd to 
Bruceville Road where it turns south to the terminus at Cosumnes River College.  The 
project includes four new stations and three new park and ride lots. The project will 
improve public transit services in the South Sacramento Corridor to provide faster, more 
convenient access between South Sacramento and downtown Sacramento as well as to 
other corridor activity centers.   
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RT was the Lead Agency for CEQA compliance of the SFEIR for the project.  On 
October 27, 2008, the Sacramento RT Board certified the SFEIR and approved CEQA 
Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the project. RT also 
adopted a mitigation monitoring and reporting program regarding changes in the project 
or mitigation measures imposed to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the 
environment. 
 
The project’s one significant and unavoidable impact relates to the impact on the 
intersection of Franklin Boulevard and Cosumnes River Boulevard in 2012.  It is 
projected that during the AM and PM peak hours, the intersection operating condition 
deteriorates by more than 5 seconds of delay.  RT determined that there are no feasible 
mitigation measures available to reduce this impact to a less than significant level due to 
the physical constraints of the location.     RT balanced the individual benefits of the 
project to travel and mobility, land use, financial, environmental, and community against 
the one remaining unavoidable environmental impact and concluded the benefits of the 
project outweigh the environmental impacts.   
 
The project is estimated to cost $270,000,000 and is funded with STIP ($4,307,000), 
TCRP ($66,000,000), Proposition 1B Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement 
and Service Enhancement Account ($17,928,000), STA ($157,000), Federal 
($142,100,000) and Local ($39,508,000).  Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal 
year 2009/2010. 
 
 
Attachments 
- Resolution No. 09-27  
- Project Location 
- Board Resolution – Overriding Considerations 
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Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
03-SAC 

Resolution E-09-27 
 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the Sacramento Regional Transit District has completed a 

Supplemental Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following 
project: 

 
• South Sacramento Corridor Phase 2 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the Sacramento Regional Transit District has certified that the 

Supplemental Final Environmental Impact Report has been completed pursuant to 
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will improve public transit services to provide faster, more 

convenient access between the South Corridor and downtown Sacramento; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Supplemental Final Environmental 
Impact Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, written findings indicate that a specific unavoidable significant 

impact  related to transportation make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a 
level less than significant the effects associated as a result of the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, a statement of overriding considerations was adopted and findings 

were made pursuant to CEQA guidelines; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, a mitigation, monitoring and reporting program was adopted for this 

project; and  
 
1.8 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the 

facts as set forth in the statement of overriding considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the findings and statement of overriding 
considerations and approve the above referenced project to allow for consideration 
of funding.  
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