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RECOMMENDATION:

The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California Transportation
Commission (Commission) extend the period of contract award for the Carpinteria Bluffs Nature
Park Bike Path Transportation Enhancement (TE) project (PPNO 05-1191) for four months, to
July 31, 2009.

ISSUE:

On September 25, 2008, the Commission allocated $273,000 for construction to the City of
Carpinteria (City) for the Carpinteria Bluffs Nature Park Bike Path TE project. The City anticipates
that it will be unable to award the contract by the March 31, 2009 deadline and requests a four-
month extension to July 31, 2009. The planning agency concurs.

BACKGROUND:

While finalizing the bid package, the City determined that a discretionary Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility feature should be added to the design to improve project utility
and realize cost efficiencies associated with addressing these needs at the time of construction. The
City understands that it is likely that the costs of construction will increase over the course of this
extension and will cover the costs of any construction increase. The revised plans, specifications,
and estimate (PS&E) package was submitted to the Department in December 2008, and the City
received notice of federal authorization to proceed with construction in February 2009. The City
plans to advertise the project by March 2009, open bids by April 2009, and award the contract by
May 2009. The City requests two additional months to allow for possible delays during the bid
process. Therefore, the City requests a four-month extension to July 31, 2009.

In June 2006, the Commission adopted Resolution G-06-08, which requires the agency
implementing a project to request a time extension if the project will not be awarded within six
months of the allocation. STIP Guidelines stipulate that the Commission may approve a waiver to
the contract award deadline one time only for up to 20 months in accordance with Section 14529.8
of the Government Code.
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