
STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Memorandum  
 

To: Chair and Commissioners    Date: February 23, 2009 
 
 
From: JOHN F. BARNA, JR.    File: Book Item 2.2c (4)    
         Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – Interstate 5/Cosumnes River 

Boulevard Interchange Project (Resolution E-09-14) 
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) and Statement of Overriding Considerations to 
allow the Interstate 5/Cosumnes River Boulevard Interchange Project to be considered 
for funding and a new public road connection?  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR and 
Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Interstate 5/Cosumnes River Boulevard 
Interchange Project and approve the attached resolution to allow for consideration of 
funding and a new public road connection.  
  
BACKGROUND:   The City of Sacramento (City) is the lead agency under CEQA. 
FHWA is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), with 
Caltrans acting as liaison and providing oversight for the NEPA process.  
 
The proposed project is located in the southwest quadrant of the City of Sacramento. The 
project would extend Cosumnes River Boulevard from its current westerly terminus at 
Franklin Boulevard to an interchange at I-5, and then farther west to an at-grade 
intersection with Freeport Boulevard (SR-160) in the currently unincorporated town of 
Freeport.  
 
The project would improve route continuity, reduce existing and projected traffic 
congestion improving traffic safety, and redistribute traffic along I-5, thereby reducing 
travel time and delay. The proposed action would accommodate future development of 
the project area both west and east of I-5 in accordance with the land uses in the adopted 
City of Sacramento General Plan. 
  
The EIR evaluated two build alternatives in addition to the no build alternative. 
Alternative A: Franklin to Freeport North Alignment and Alternative B: Franklin to 
Freeport South Alignment. Alternative A was identified as the preferred alternative 
because it would avoid bisecting the Bufferlands property, has the support of the local 
landowners, and parallels the Lower Northwest Interceptor alignment and the Freeport 
Regional Water Project pipeline, thereby reducing right-of-way requirements for roads 
and utilities.  
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The City Council made findings for each of the significant environmental effects and 
alternatives of Build Alternative A identified in the EIR pursuant to CEQA.   The City 
Council found that certain impacts were not able to be reduced to a less than significant 
level after mitigation.   These impacts relate to land use and planning, air quality, 
transportation and circulation, biological resources, noise and aesthetics.  
 
On May 15, 2007, the Sacramento City Council adopted a statement of overriding 
considerations in accordance with Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines in support of 
approval of the project.  The City found that the significant, unavoidable adverse impacts 
identified in the EIR for the project are outweighed by the benefits of the project.  The 
City also adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program (MMRP) to require all 
reasonably feasible mitigation measures be implemented by means of project conditions, 
agreements, or other measures. 
 
According to Caltrans, the project is estimated to cost $110,172,000 and is fully funded 
with STIP ($15,608,000) and Local ($94,564,000) funds.   
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
- Resolution No. 09-14 
- Project Location 
- Statement of Overriding Considerations 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
and New Public Road Connection 

03-SAC-5, PM 14.3/15.5  
Resolution E-09-14 

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Sacramento (City) has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA 
Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Interstate 5/Cosumnes River Boulevard Interchange Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report has been 

completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; and 
 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project would improve route continuity, reduce existing and projected 

traffic congestion improving traffic safety, and redistribute traffic along I-5, thereby 
reducing travel time and delay; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, has 

considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report; and 
 
1.5 WHEREAS, written findings indicate that specific unavoidable significant impacts 

related to land use and planning, air quality, transportation and circulation, biological 
resources, noise and aesthetics make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a level less 
than significant the effects associated as a result of the project, 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, a statement of overriding considerations was adopted and findings were 

made pursuant to CEQA guidelines; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the findings and statement of overriding considerations 
and approve the above referenced project to allow for consideration of funding and new 
public road connection. 
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