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RESOLUTION E-07-21 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission), as a responsible agency, approve the attached Resolution E-07-21. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The attached resolution proposes to approve for future consideration of funding the following 
project for which a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been completed: 
 

• State Route 152 in Merced County – Construct new bypass near Los Banos. 
 
This project in Merced County would construct a new bypass along a portion of State Route 
152 near Los Banos.  The environmental document is necessary at this time to preserve a route 
corridor for the project.  The project is not fully funded.  The project is fully programmed for 
project development in the 2006 State Transportation Improvement Program for $14,400,000.  
The total estimated project cost, capital and support, is $500,800,000.  This project should be 
ready for construction in Fiscal Year 2011-12, depending on the availability of funds. 
 
A copy of the Final Environmental Impact Report has been provided to California 
Transportation Commission staff.  Potential issues with the loss of prime farmland, residential 
relocations, and the loss of foraging habitat for several special-status species including the 
Swainson’s hawk and the giant garter snake resulted in an Environmental Impact Report being 
completed for this project.  A route adoption is also needed for this project and is under agenda 
item 2.3a. 
 
The Department has approved this project for construction.  This approval and the filing of the 
Notice of Determination with the Office of Planning and Research will satisfy the environmental 
requirements for this stage of the project planning process. 
 
 

Attachments 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding 
10-Mer-152, PM 16.0/24.8 

Resolution E-07-21 
 

1.1 WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation (Department) has completed a 
Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• State Route 152 in Merced County – Construct new bypass near Los Banos. 

  
1.2 WHEREAS, the Department has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 

has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; 
and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a responsible agency, has 

considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the Written Findings indicate that specific economic, legal, social, 

technological, or other considerations make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a 
level less than significant the effects associated with noise and farmland impacts as a 
result of the project; and 

 
1.5 WHERAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby approve the above referenced project to allow for future 
consideration of funding. 












