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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) adopt Resolution of Necessity (Resolution) C-19651 summarized on the 
following page. 
 
ISSUE:   

 
Prior to initiating Eminent Domain proceedings to acquire needed right of way for a programmed 
project, the Commission must first adopt a resolution, stipulating specific findings identified under 
Section 1245.230 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which are: 
 

1. The public interest and necessity require the project. 
2. The project is planned and located in a manner that will be most compatible with the 

greatest public good with the least private injury. 
3. This property is necessary for the proposed project. 
4. An offer to acquire the property in compliance with Government Code Section 

7267.2 has been made to the owner of record. 
 

In this case, the property owners are contesting the resolution of necessity and have requested an 
appearance before the Commission to discuss the outstanding issues.  The issues with the property 
owners are related to the design of the project. 
 
BACKGROUND:   

 
Discussions have taken place with the owner, who has been offered the full amount of the 
Department's appraisal and, where applicable, advised of any relocation assistance benefits to which 
the owner may subsequently be entitled.  Adoption of the resolution will not interrupt the 
Department’s efforts to secure equitable settlement.  In accordance with statutory requirements, the 
owner has been advised that the Department is requesting the resolution at this time.  Adoption will 
assist the Department in the continuation of the orderly sequence of events required to meet 
construction schedules. 
 



CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Reference No.:  2.4a.(1) 
  September 19-20, 2007 
    Page 2 of 2 
 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

 
C-19651 - Hansen's Truck Stop, Inc., et al.; Adhawk Outdoor Advertising (Lessee) 
01-Hum-101-PM 57.9 - Parcel 11173-1, 2 - EA 290309. 
Right of Way Certification Date:  10/01/07; Ready To List Date:  10/01/07.  Freeway - construct 
interchange and frontage road.  Authorizes condemnation of land in fee for a State highway, an 
easement for vegetation control to be conveyed to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, extinguishment 
of abutter’s rights of access, and together with all of those certain improvements which straddle the 
right of way line with an easement to enter the remaining ownership to remove such improvements.  
Located near the city of Fortuna at the junction of State Route 36 and Route 101 in Humboldt 
County.  APNs 201-211-04; 201-221-01, -11, -12. 
 
The June 2007 Appearance Fact Sheet, including the Review Panel Report is also included with this 
submittal for information. 
 
 
Attachments 
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UPDATED SUMMARY OF ISSUES 

 
On June 7, 2007, proposed Resolution C-19651 was presented to the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) for adoption.  The property owner of Hansen’s Truck Stop, Mr. Charles 
Hansen, and Nancy Bush, bookkeeper for Hansen’s Truck Stop, were present to challenge the 
resolution.  Mr. Hansen indicated at the time that he did not contest the need for the project although 
he was opposed to the proposed closure of the Sandy Prairie Road connection to Route 101. 
 
The Commission deferred action on the resolution of necessity and instructed the California 
Department of Transportation (Department) to investigate various alternatives allowing direct access 
to Hansen’s Truck Stop for southbound (SB) traffic and to review local road extensions proposed by 
Mr. Hansen.  On July 30, 2007, the Department met with the property owner to go over the design 
alternatives that were considered and rejected by the Department for various safety and non-standard 
design related reasons.   
 
The following is a description of the concerns that the Commission instructed the Department to 
investigate and the Department’s response. 
 
Commission: 
The Department is to investigate alternatives that provide direct access from SB Route 101 to 
Hansen’s Truck Stop from Sandy Prairie Road, Drake Hill Road or other. 
 
Department Response: 
The Department considered five alternatives for direct access to Hansen’s Truck Stop for SB 
traffic from Route 101.  Four alternatives provided a direct southbound off-ramp to Hansen’s 
Truck Stop from Sandy Prairie Road, near Drake Hill Road, and other locations.  The fifth 
alternative provided both a SB off-ramp and SB on-ramp, and replaced proposed SB diamond 
off-ramp with a SB loop ramp to obtain minimum weaving distance.  Providing access directly to 
Hansen’s Truck Stop from Route 101 would require all alternatives to utilize a hook ramp 
configuration, which is not desirable.  The Department does not support any of the five 
alternatives for the following reasons:  
 

• Hook off-ramps have accident rates that are four times higher than the traditional 
diamond type ramps. 

• An isolated ramp at Sandy Prairie Road or anywhere else along the highway is not 
supported because of the potential for wrong way movements and driver confusion 
associated with driver expectation that where there is an off ramp, there should be an on 
ramp. 

• Building a full hook ramp southbound “on and off” partial interchange at the existing 
Route 101/Sandy Prairie Road intersection is not acceptable because it does not meet 
minimum weaving lengths. 

• Building a full hook ramp southbound “on and off” at Drake Hill or other locations is not 
warranted based upon expected low traffic volume and has the potential for wrong way 
movements and will cause driver confusion.  
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Commission: 
The Department is to review Mr. Hansen’s proposed local road extensions. 
 
Department Response: 
The Department reviewed Mr. Hansen’s proposal to extend a frontage road 1.5 miles from Sandy 
Prairie Road at Hansen’s Truck Stop to the Kenmar interchange.  This extension of the frontage road 
is not a necessary element of the Department’s project to reduce the current accident rate by 
upgrading the facility to freeway standards.  Removal of the closely spaced local road connections 
within this segment of highway will eliminate conflicts with decelerating/accelerating traffic as well 
as conflicting cross traffic movements that currently exist.  The Department has accommodated 
access to the properties and businesses adjacent to the highway by extending Sandy Prairie Road to 
the new State Route (SR) 36/Fowler Road interchange.  In the after condition, access to Hansen’s 
Truck Stop will be greatly improved.  Freeway visibility will remain unchanged; however, access 
will be improved to be consistent with driver expectations for access to services adjacent to 
interchanges.  An extension of the frontage road from Kenmar Road is not warranted due to low 
volume potential users. 
 
Although the Department does not oppose such a frontage road, it is not necessary to provide access 
to the Hansen properties.  Extension of the frontage road as proposed by Mr. Hansen is a local 
circulation issue and would be a separate project initiated by the local governments.  Currently, they 
do not support such an extension. 
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PANEL RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Panel concludes that the Department’s project complies with Section 1245.230 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure in that: 
 
• The public interest and necessity require the proposed project.  
 
• The proposed project is planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible 

with the greatest public good and least private injury. 
 
• The property rights to be condemned are necessary for the proposed project. 
 
• An offer to purchase in compliance with Government Code Section 7267.2 has been 

made to the owners of record.  
 
The Panel recommends submitting a Resolution of Necessity to the California Transportation 
Commission.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                     . 
     DONALD E. GREBE, Chief 
     Office of Project Delivery 
     Division of Right of Way and Land Surveys 
     Panel Chair 
 
 
I concur with the Panel’s recommendation: 
 
 
 
                                                                                   . 
     RICHARD D. LAND 
     Chief Engineer 
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