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Subject:  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, STATE ROUTE 80 IN SACRAMENTO 

COUNTY – ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS NEAR SACRAMENTO 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation recommends that the California Transportation Commission 
(Commission) review and comment at the July 2007 Commission meeting on the following Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR): 
 
• 03-Sac-80, PM 0.3/10.4, Roadway improvements near Sacramento in Sacramento County. 
 
PROGRAMMING: 
 
This project in Sacramento County would construct roadway improvements in and near 
Sacramento.  The project is not fully funded.  The project is currently funded for Project Approval 
and Environmental Document and Plans, Specifications and Estimates for $9 million in 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality funding.  The total estimated project cost is $200 million.  
Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-10. 
 
ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• Alternative 1: This alternative would connect to the existing bus/carpool lanes that extend east 

from Watt Avenue to Placer County.  Specifically, Alternative 1 would: 
o  Add a 12-foot bus/carpool lane in each direction from Watt Avenue to West El Camino 

Avenue. 
o Add 12-foot eastbound and westbound auxiliary lanes in two locations, from West El 

Camino Avenue to I-5 and between Northgate Boulevard and Norwood Avenue. 
o Install ramp metering and bus/carpool bypass lane on-ramps at selected interchanges if 

feasible. 
 

• No Build Alternative. 
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POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
 
The analysis for the DEIR supports the conclusion that the project would not have unavoidable 
significant environmental impacts.  Because of potential issues with the Sacramento Air Quality 
Management District regarding construction emissions and the project’s public controversy, the 
decision was to prepare a DEIR rather than a Negative Declaration. 
 
PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM: 
 
• Restoration of all disturbed habitat within one year of project completion. 
• Employ Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion control. 
• Control visible emissions from off-road diesel powered equipment. 
• Employ noise-reducing construction practices. 
• Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts. 
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