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Environmental Analysis

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, STATE ROUTE 80 IN SACRAMENTO
COUNTY - ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS NEAR SACRAMENTO

RECOMMENDATION:

The Department of Transportation recommends that the California Transportation Commission
(Commission) review and comment at the July 2007 Commission meeting on the following Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR):

e (3-Sac-80, PM 0.3/10.4, Roadway improvements near Sacramento in Sacramento County.

PROGRAMMING:

This project in Sacramento County would construct roadway improvements in and near
Sacramento. The project is not fully funded. The project is currently funded for Project Approval
and Environmental Document and Plans, Specifications and Estimates for $9 million in
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality funding. The total estimated project cost is $200 million.
Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-10.

ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED:

Alternatives considered for the proposed project include:

e Alternative 1: This alternative would connect to the existing bus/carpool lanes that extend east
from Watt Avenue to Placer County. Specifically, Alternative 1 would:

0 Add a 12-foot bus/carpool lane in each direction from Watt Avenue to West EI Camino
Avenue.

0 Add 12-foot eastbound and westbound auxiliary lanes in two locations, from West El
Camino Avenue to I-5 and between Northgate Boulevard and Norwood Avenue.

o Install ramp metering and bus/carpool bypass lane on-ramps at selected interchanges if
feasible.

e No Build Alternative.

““Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

The analysis for the DEIR supports the conclusion that the project would not have unavoidable
significant environmental impacts. Because of potential issues with the Sacramento Air Quality
Management District regarding construction emissions and the project’s public controversy, the
decision was to prepare a DEIR rather than a Negative Declaration.

PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM:

e Restoration of all disturbed habitat within one year of project completion.

e Employ Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion control.

e Control visible emissions from off-road diesel powered equipment.

e Employ noise-reducing construction practices.

e Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts.

Attachment

““Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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I-80 ACROSS THE TOP BUS/CARPOOL LANE PROJECT

This project is located in the City and County of Sacramento along
Interstate 80 from Watt Avenue and the Sacramento River (PM 0.3/10.4)

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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(Federal) 42 USC 4332(2)(C)

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Transportation

US DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration, and

-

347 ’//ﬂ 7 Oi\//ﬂ/ﬁ/m\/‘ﬁ (in/i e

Date of Approval Katrina Pierce B _
North Region Environmental Division Chief

California Department of Transportation

sl @egh,

Date of Approval N
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration




SUMMARY

The proposed project is a joint effort by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and is subject to state and federal
environmental review requirements. Project documentation, therefore, has been prepared in
compliance with both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Caltrans is the lead agency under CEQA and the FHWA is
lead agency under NEPA.

Some impacts determined to be significant under CEQA may not lead to a determination of
significance under NEPA. Because NEPA is concerned with the significance of the project as a
whole, it is quite often the case that a “lower level” document is prepared for NEPA. One of the
most commonly seen joint document types is an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Assessment (EIR/EA). ‘

Following receipt of public comments on the Draft EIR/EA and circulation of the Final EIR/EA,
the lead agencies will be required to take actions regarding the environmental document.
Caltrans will determine whether to certify the EIR and issue Findings and a Statement of
Overriding Considerations and FHWA will decide whether to issue a Finding of No Significant
Impact or require an Environmental Impact Statement.

S-1 PROPOSED ACTION

The project proposes to construct bus/carpool lanes in the median of Interstate 80 (I-80) in
Sacramento County from east of the Sacramento River to Watt Avenue (PM 0.3 —10.4). The
project also includes auxiliary lanes in the eastbound and westbound directions between the
West EI Camino Avenue interchange and the Interstate 5 (1-5)/I-80 separation and between
Northgate Boulevard and Norwood Avenue. Retaining walls and sound walls are proposed at
various locations along the project. Figure 1-1 shows the project location.

S-2 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES
There are two proposed alternatives:

Alternative 1: Bus/Carpool Lanes and Auxiliary Lanes

Alternative 1 would connect to the existing bus/carpool lanes that extend east from Watt Avenue
to Placer County. Specifically, Alternative 1 would:

« Add a 12-foot bus/carpool lane, a minimum 10-foot median shoulder with an exception,
and a 1-foot area for a concrete median barrier in each direction from Watt Avenue to
West El Camino Avenue.

« Add 12-foot eastbound and westbound auxiliary lanes on 1-80 in two locations, from
West EI Camino Avenue to I-5 and between Northgate Boulevard and Norwood Avenue.

« Widen four structures: Natomas East Canal Bridge and Overhead, Rio Linda Boulevard
Undercrossing, Winters Street Undercrossing, and Del Paso Park Separation Overhead.
All structures will be widened to the inside.

« Install ramp metering and bus/carpool bypass lane on-ramps at selected interchanges, if
feasible.

« Construct sound walls and retaining walls at various locations.

Alternative 2: No Build

Draft EIRIEA, I-80 Across the Top Bus/Carpool Lane Project S-1




S-3 OTHER PROPOSED ACTIONS IN PROJECT VICINITY
The following FHWA/Caltrans transportation projects are planned along or near 1-80 in the
general vicinity of the proposed project:

e Sac 80 Capitol Preventative Maintenance (CAPM) Project — replace failed Portland
Cement Concrete (PCC) slabs, overlay the PCC mainline, and reconstruct existing
shoulder along 1-80 between the Sacramento River to the Del Paso Park separation
overhead. This project and the proposed I-80 bus/carpool lane project will be
constructed at the same time.

e 1-5/1-80 Interchange Improvements — replace the east to north loop ramp with a flyover,
enlarging the remaining loop ramps, and adding direct HOV connector ramps.

« 1-80/West El Camino Avenue Interchange Improvements — widen the overcrossing and
signalizing ramp terminal intersections. ’

e |-5HOV lanes from downtown Sacramento to the Sacramento International Airport.

The following City of Sacramento transportation project is also planned along 1-80:

« 1-80 Interchange Enhancements — improvements and expansion of 1-80 interchanges at
West El Camino and Northgate Boulevard.

S-4 POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES AND MITIGATION MEASURES
Table S-1 summarizes the potential significant impacts of and includes proposed mitigation
measures to reduce significant impacts. Table S-2 lists other project impacts and proposed
avoidance / minimization measures. Details for each environmental category are presented in
Chapter 2 (Affected Environment, Environmental Consequences, and Avoidance, Minimization
and/or Mitigation Measures) of this document.

S-2 Draft EIRIEA, 1-80 Across the Top Bus/Carpool Lane Project
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