Memorandum

To: Chairman and Commissoners Date: June 28, 2001
From: Robert!l. Remen File No: K54
BOOK ITEM 2.2a
ACTION

Ref: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for South Orange County Toll Road
Extension

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency has issued a Notice of Preparation of a Supplementa
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for a project to extend the Route 241 Foothill toll road corridor southward
through San Juan Capigtrano and San Clemente to Route 5 in southern Orange County. The Notice of
Preparation gives the Commisson and other interested parties the opportunity to comment about
alternativesto be examined or types of impactsto be considered.

The attached notice describes six dternatives to be considered: three dternative corridors for new congtruction
(with locdized variations, and with either atoll or free road), improvements to a route using existing arterias near
the corridor, improvements to Route 5 paralle to the corridor, plus the no project dternative. The notice then
describes the following potentia impacts to be examined:

Air Qudity: direct or cumulaive change in emissons

Biology: remova of habitat and wildlife, including 11 rare species

Culturd: burid or removd of archaeology Stes

Farmland: congruction through prime agriculturd land

Hazardous Materids.  congruction through a landfill

Recrestion: congtruction through parkland

Relocation: taking and relocation of housing and businesses

Land Use: direct or indirect impacts for existing land uses and planned devel opments
Aesthetics. obstruction or change of views

Noise: increases in hoise, including at schools and parks

Geology: cuts and fills in areas with ungtable soils

Hydrology: changes to drainage flows and patterns

Public Services. changes in emergency access and utilities, including high voltage power lines
Transportation: improvements in access and circulation

Congtruction: eroson, dugt, noise, night lighting, disturbance of natural and human activities

The Commission does not usualy comment on Notices of Preparation, since its primary interests concern project
scope, cost, and schedule, which typicaly become issues later in the environmentad and project development
process. The Commission has in some instances asked for another dternative to be put into consderation, usualy
for reasons of cogt and programmability; that may be a moot issue here, because the agency intends to build this
project as a self-financed toll road.
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Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 100 RECDBY e
Irvine, California 92618-3304

JUN 1 8 2001
Project Title: Sowth Qrange County Transportation infragtructyre {mprovement Project
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
TO: AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERESTED PERSONS

SUBJECT:  Notice of Preparation of a Draft Subsaquent Environmental Impact Report

The FoothilVEastem Transportation Comidor Agency will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a
" Subsequerit Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the project identified above. Wa are
requesting your input about the potentiat enviremmental consequences of this project. Your
input will help us Identify what issues should be addressed in the SEYR. Each Responsible
Agency must provide detall about the scope and content of the environmental Information to be

included in the SEIR related to the agency’s statutory responsibility (CEQA Guidelines, Saction )
15082(b)).

The Federa! Highway Administration, in coordination with the Califomla Department of
Transportation, is also preparing an Environmental Impact Statemant (ELS) to comply with the
National Environmental Camlity Act. The Federal Highway Administration and the
Transportation Corridor Agency will prepare & [oint EIS/SEIR for the project.

The project desctiption, location and probable environmental effects are described in the
attached materials.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be received not later than 30
days following receipt of this notice dated June 7, 2001. Send your responsa 10: Mr. Peter
Ciesla at the address shown above, Please Indicate a contact person in your rasponse. I you
require additional information please call Mr. Ciesla at (949) 754-3487.

Macie Cleary-
Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Date: June 7, 2001
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PROJECT INFORMATION
INTRODUCTION

The FoothillEastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) is a Joint Powars Authority (JPA)}
comprised of the County of Orange and the local cities within the area of benefit of the Foothli
and Eastem Corridors. TCA is the project sponsor for the South Orange County Transportation
Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP), formerly known as the Foothill Transportation
Cottidor-South (FTC-S) project. The project wili be evaluated pursuent to the Califomis
Enwironmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Pollcy Act (NEPA). Tha
Federal Highway Administration {FHWA), in coordination with the California Department of
Transporiation (Caltrans), is the federal lead agency for preparation of the NEFA Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The TCA is the lead agency for the CEQA document.

In accordance with CEQA, the TCA has determined that the SOCTIIP may have a significant
effect on the snvironment and a Subsequent Erwironmental Impact Report (SEIR} should ba
prepared (refer to the discussion below regarding the previous EIR). Pursuant to Section 15063
of the State CEQA Guidelines, because It has been determined that the project may have a
significart effect on the environment and a SEIR will be preparad, an initial study is not
required. However, identification of potential environmemal effects and other relevant project
information is provided in this NOP for informational purposes.

A woint federal/state document will be preparad In the form of an EIS/SEIR.
BACK LIND

In the 1880's, Orange County elected officials and transporiaton planners bagan to study
altemative ways to fund road improvements due to the significant decrease In traditional state
and fedeval transportation funding programs. K was also deternined that an agency separate
from the county govemment and other transporiation entities should be created o oversee
planning, design, financing and construction activiies for the new improvaments,

In respensa, the Cailfornia State Legislature created the TCA In 1966 as a JPA, which would be
responsible to plan, finance, design, construct and operate a 68-mile toll highway system in
Oranga County. The State Legislature's ¢reation of a JPA to construct the new comidors was
key to the success of meeting the County's transporation needs. The need for and ganeral

location of thw roads had already been identifled as parn of the Master Plan of Arterial Highways
{(MPAH).

No federal funds were used to develop the corridors, which required TCA to seek Innovative
financing altematives. Tax-free bonds to finance the toll roads were successtully sokd to
investers, which enabled the TCA to get the rexquired financial backing. Up to this point, no locat
entity in the nation had successfully financed a start-up facility without traffic and revenus
history or the backing of state or local tax ravenues. Tax-free bonds were issuad in March 1983
and September 1997 for the San Joaquin Hills Transportation Comidor (SJHTC) and in July
1993 and July 1999 for the Eastern Transporiation Cormider {(ETC). These bonds are non-

recourse bonds, which means the state taxpayer is not at sk for repayment f tha TCA I
unable to meet their financial requiremants.

PROJECT HISTORY

The FTC-5 has been subject to planning efforis for approximately 20 years and has been
congidered by a wide range of local and reglonal transportation pianning agencies Including the
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Southem California Association of Govemments (SCAG), the County of Orange, the Orange
County Transportation Authosity (OCTA) and the TCA.  Pror studies which have bean
completed for the FTC-S include Final EIR 123 cerified by the County of Orange in 1981 which
resulted in a conceptuai atignment for a fransportation commidor facillty being placed on the
County's MPAH, and the Foothil Transportation Corridor Altematives Alignment Analysis
completed in 1986 by the County of Crange and the TCA which identified four alternative
alignments to be carried forward for evaluation in an EIR.

Betwaen 1989 and 1581, the TCA prepared an EIR (TCA EIR 3), pursuant to CEQA, for the
selection of a locally prafermed road alignment for the FTC-5. TCA EIR 3 addressed the C ard
BX road alignmants, sslected as part of the Allematives Analysis phase of the project, as the
primary bulld atematives. TCA EIR 3 was circulated for a 60-day review period, which Included
public hearings. Wiitten responses to comments and a Supplamental EIR weare circulated for
public review prier to the TCA Board of Directors taking action on the project. The
Supplemental EIR addressed changes to the C Alignment through San Onofre State Beach.
The modified alignment became known as the Modified C Alignment. On October 10, 1881, the
TCA Board of Directors selected the Modified C Alignment as the focally praferred alternative
and cerified the EIR. Subsequently, as a result of coordination with the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Modified C Alignment was slightly aitered to minimize impacts to
Pacific pocket mouse, and resident concems for noise and visual impacts, and was raferred to
ag the "CP Alignment.” TCA EIR 3 and Supplemental TCA EIR 3 are available for review at tha
offices of the TCA.

In December 1993, the TCA initiated the preparation of the EIS/SEIR to evaluate the CP
Alignment, the BX Alignment and the No-Bulld Altemative. A Foothill South Advisory
Committee (FSACT) was established at that time to ensure continued coordination with
cooperating and local agencles throughout the EIS/SEIR procass. The FSAC was comprised of
the following agencies:

FHWA

TCA

Caltrans Destricts 11 and 12

Marine Cormpe Base (MCB) Camp Pendlgton
United States Ammy Comps of Enginears (ACOE)
Califomia Coastal Commisslon (CCC)

County of Orangs

SCAG

San Diego Association of Govemments

Rancho Misslon Viejo Land Conservancy
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
USFWS

Califomia Department of Fish and Game
Califomia Department of Parks and Recreation
City of San Clemente

City of San Juan Caplstrano

Clty of Misaion Viejo

Rancho Migsion Viejo Company

QOranga County Transportation Authority

In 1994, the TCA entered Into a Settlement Agresment with San Clementeans Against

Tollroads, Inc. and Defenders of Wildife, two non-profit corporations. The Agreement identifies
mathodologies and approaches to be used for the following sectlons of the EIS/SEIR: air
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quality, traffic, parklands and resource lands, wetlands, general habitat issues, endangered
spacies and water resources (surface and ground water).

Between 1993 and 1986, technical analyses of the CP and BX alignment altematives and the
No Build Aternative were completed for the EIS/SEIR. In 1996, becauss of the 1994 National
Environmemtal Policy Act {NEPA) and Glean Water Act Section 404 Integration Process
Memorandum of Understanding (NEFA/Section 404 MOL), the TCA Inliated coondination to
implement the policies of this document in developing the EIS and Section 404 permilting. The
NEPA/Section 404 MOU implemants the FHWA, ACOE and EPA policias of {1) improved
interagency coordination, ang {2) integration of the NEFA and Saction 404 procedures. The
NEPA/Section 404 MOU applies to all projects needing both FHWA actien under NEPA and an
ACOE individual permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The signatory agancies to
the NEPA/Section 404 MOV include FHWA, EPA, ACOE, USFWS, National Marine Fisharies
Service (NMFS) and Caltrans. In March 1999, pursuant to the NEPA/Section 404 MOU, a
Purpose and Need Statement was approved for the project. Refer 1o the following page for the
approvaed purpose and need for the project.

Batwean August 1999 and November 2000, the NEPA/Section 404 MOL signatory agencies
and the TCA parficlpated in a facilitated process, utilizing a neutral, chiective facifitator o movea
the process toward a concluslon in daveloping a list of project altarnativas to ba evaluated in the
EIS/SEIR. It was during this process that the signatory agencles referred to the project as the
South Orange County Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project or SOCTIP. The
NEPA/404 MOU Agencies and the TCA are collectively retarred to as the “Collaborative.” In
Navamber 2000, the SOCTIP Collaborative concurred on the altermatives to be evaluated in the
EIS/SEIR. These atternatives ane described later in this NOP,

PYBLIC PARTICIPATION

The public has been involved in the planning process for the FTC-S since the eary 19808 when
a transporation comidor was considered tor inclusion on the County of Orange General Plan,
The public involvement directly related io the EIS/SEIR cumently being prepared has been
through formal procedures such as scoping, requesis for cooperating agencias, the
NEPA/Section 404 |Integration Proceas and a number of outreach efforts. These efforts include

the SOCTIIP Collaborative process, FSAC coordination with environmantal interest groups and
citizens, newsketters and public workshops.

A pre-scoping meeting for resource agencies, which focused on biological issues, was held on
January 12, 1994. An agency scoping meeting was held on February 2, 1984, Public scoping
meetings were held In the Cliies of San Claments and Oveanside on August 25 and September
16, 1984, respectively. The FHWA presented a community update in San Clements on
Movember 14, 2000, to introduce the altematives daveloped though the SOCTIIP collaborative
process.

Public scoping mestings for the current EIS/SEIR were held on the following dates and
locations:

Monday, March 26, 2001
Christian Heritage Church
190 Avanida La Pata

City of San Clomente
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Tuasday, March 27,2001

Trabuco Mesa Elamentary Schaol
21301 Avenida De Las Ficres
City of Rancho Santa Margarita

Thursday, March 28, 2001
Mission San Luis Rey
4070 Mission Averue
Chty of Oceanside

At the scoping mestings, comments were documented in writing as submitted by commentors.
In addition, there were two court reporters stenographically recording verba! comments.
Trangcripts have baen prepared from the court reporters' records. All written and verbal
comments from the scoping meelings are past of the record for this EIS/SEIR and will be
considered in the environmental anatysis.

PROP DA
PROJECT LOCATION

The study area for the SCCTIIP, which is the subjact of this evaluation, is in southern Oranga
County and the northern part of San Diego County. it extands from the current terminus of the
existing FTC-North (State Route 241) at Oso Parkway and from the Interstate 5 (1-5) at
approximately the I-51-405 confluence and extends south to the northwestemn part of Marine
Corps Base Carmp Pendleton. The study area covers parts of the cities of Lake Forest, Laguna
Hilts, Laguna Niguel, Mission Viejo, San Juan Capistranc, Dana Point, San Clerments, and
unincorporated pang of south Orange County.

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROJECT

The transporiation infrastructure mprovements are necessary to address needs for mobility,
access, goods movement and projacted freeway capacity deficiencies and ararial congestion in
southem Orange County. Freeway capacity deficlencies and arterial congestion are anticipated
as a result of projectsd wraffic demand, which will be generated by projected increases in
population, employment, housing and intra-ragional and inter-regional travel astimated b',f the
SCAG and the San Diego Association of Govemnments (SANDAG).

The purpose of the SOCTIIP is to provide improvements to the transportation infrastructure
system that would help alleviate regional and local traffic congestion and accommodate the
need for mobility, access, goods movement for present and future traffic demands on the -5

and the arterial road network in the study area. The following are the objectives in implementing
tha project purposa:

"Improve the projected hture lavel of service (LOS) and reduce the amount of congestion
and delay on the freeway systern and, as a8 secondary objective, the arterial network in
southem Orange County. The overall goal is to improve projected levela of congestion and
delay as much as is feasible and cost effective. This may include strategles which lead to a
reduction in the length of time LOS F will occur, even if the facility will stil operate at LOS F
for a short period of time, if the strategy will result in substantial benefits to the traveling
public and more efficient movernent of goods becauss It reduces total delay.”
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PRCOJECT DESCRIFTION

The proposed project invelves locating and constructing transportation improvements In
southemn Qrange County. Six main altematives are under consideration, consisting of five
transportation improvement altematives and a Ne Project alternaiive. The transportation
improvement attematives include three new toll road comdors, which would be the southery
extension of the existing FTC-North, arterial road improvernents and widening of 1-5.

The FTC is ome of three Orange County toll road corridors operated by the TCA. The northem
segment of the FTC {SR 241) begins at the Riverside Freeway {State Rowte 91), extends for
approximately 25 miles in a southerly direction and ends at Oso Parkway, The proposed
corridor altematives described in the following pages would extend the FTC further south,

Specifically, the EIS/SEIR will evaluate six main alternatives, the Far East Corridor, the Central
Corridor, the Alignment 7 Corridor, Arterial Improvements, (-5 Widening and the No Project
Alternative. The Corridor altematives also contain additional vaniations. These altermatives and
varations are described below and the build alternatives are depicted in Exhibits 1 through &:

Far East Comidor

Far East Coridor - Compiete (former CP Alignment)
Far East Comidor - Takega Variation

Far East Comidor - Cristianltos Variation

Far East Corridor - Agnicultural Fields Variation

Far East Comider - Ortega Highway Variation

Far East Coridor - Avenida Pico Vanation

Central Corridor
Central Corridor - Complete {(former BX Alignment)
Central Corridor - Avenida La Pata Variation
Central Corridor - Ortega Highway Variation
Aligrement 7 Carridor
Alignment 7 Corridor - Complete
Alignment 7 Corridor - 7 Swing Variation
Alignment 7 Corridor - Far East Crogsover Variation
Alignment 7 Caridor - Ortega Highway Variation
Alignment 7 Cosridor - Avenlda La Pata Variation
Artarial Improvements Alemative
I-5 Widening Altemeative

No Project Aternative
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST *

Lead agency name and address:
Foothil i I ncy

Contact person and phone number: Mr. Peter Ciesla {949) 754-3407

Project location:
Southemn Qrange County, California _

Project sponsor's nama and address:
coOInilEaste anspotatio

125 Pagifica, Juite 100

Invine, CA 82618

General plan designation: Various 7. Zoning: Various

'
i) I

Description of project: {Describe the whole action involved, including byt not limited to
later phases of the project, and any secandary, support, or off-gite featuras Nacessary
for its implarmentation. Attach aaditional sheets if necessary.)

PORNCH iMoreyam

* Adapted from CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by thls project, as W
indicated by the checldist on the following pages.
E  Aesthetics Bl Agriculture Resources B Air Guality
Bl  Biolcgical Resources B  Culural Resources B Geoclogy /Sils
M Hazams & Hazardous B Hydrology / Water B Land Use/ Planning
Materials Quality
@  Minera) Resources B Noise B Population / Housing
il Public Services O Recreation O  Transportation/Traffic
Utilities / Service E  Mandatory Findings of Significance
Systems .
DETERMINATION:
On the basls of thils initial evaluation:
7| I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, arxt ' ’
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. '
Signature Date
Macig Cleary-Milan
Printed Name
clor. ironm Plannin
Title
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Following s & discussion of the environmental issues to be assessed in the EIS/SEIR as noted
in the envirommertal checkfist. In addition to these topical issues, cumulative impacts
associated with the SOCTHP will be addressed. The E)S/SEIR will provide an efual level of
analysis for all the aternatives under consideration.

AESTHETICS / VISUAL IMPA

The altematives have the potential to significantly obstruct existing scenic views and may result
in adverse negative aesthetic effects in some areas. A Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) will be
prepared for the project pursuant to FHWA guidslines. The VIA will include a visual resource
invertory and avaluation. Primary viewers and key view areas will be identified. A quantified
rating system wifl be used fo inftially assess visual impacts and will take Into consideration
visual character units, visual quality, landform quality, visual sensitivity, view distance and major
viewer groups. Visual simulations will be prepared from telected locations. The impacts will be
assessed from four perspectives: visual quality, landform quality, view quality and community
character/design goals. Mitigation will be recommended, as appropriate, to reduce or aliminate
visual Impacts.

LTURAL R

The butld altematives have the potendial to significantly impact prime and unique farmland and
farmland of statewide importance, and pass through areas currently within Willlamson Act
Reserve Areas within Rancho Misslon Vieje. Famnland impacts will be quantified In the
EIS/SEIR. Agricultural operations conducted on MCB Camp Pendlistan and Rancho Mission

Viejo could also be affected. The potential Impacts to farmlands associated with the
altematives will be evaluated in the EIS/SEIR and feasible mitigation will be identified.

AIR QUALTTY

The SOCTIP may rasutt In potentially significant direct, indirect and cumulative local and
regional air quality impacts in the South Coast and San Diego air basing. The project may
contribute to existing or projected air quality violations, and may violats state and federal
ambient air quality standards. A technical report will be prepared for the EIS/SEIR, which will
assess these potential air quality impacts. The assessment will include an analysis of ragional
operational and local air quality impacts, and wil) provide a comparison of the bulid aternatives
ard the No Project Altemative, The analysis will also considet sir quality Impacts with and
without tolls.  The project is a roadway and thus is not anticipated 1o create odors that may
affect a substantial number of paople. The conformity of the aematives with federal Clean Alr

Act requirements will be determined, Mitigation measures will b¢ recommendad, as
appropriate.

The SOCTIIP alignment alternatives would travel through undeveloped and developed areas
and would result in potentially significant direct Impacts to biological resources including plant
communitles, wikllife resources, and sensitive specles of plants and animals. There would also
be the potentlal for indirect impacts related to increased dust, road poliutants antering native
habitats, wildiife corridor interruption, noisa impacts, night lighting and glare.

Sensitive species which may be directty impacted by the SOCTIIP altematives includs, but are
not limited to the thread-leaved brodiasa (federally threatenad and state endangered); vemal
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pool fairy shrimp {federally threatened); San Diago fairy shimp {federally endangered), and
Rivarside fairy shrimp (federally endangerned); tidewater goby (federally endangered and state
species of special concem); amoyo scuthwastern toad (federaily endangered); southwestern
willow flycatcher (tederally); coastal Califormia gnatcatcher (federally threatened and state
species of spacial concem); least Bell's virec (federally and state endangered); peregnine falcon
{state endangered), and the Pacific pocket mouse (federally endangered and state specles of

special concern) (Table 1A). Impacts to other sensitive species will be ascertained after the
fiald reconnaissance has been concluded.

TABLE 1A POTENTIALLY IMPACTED SENSITIVE SPECIES
Spectes Federally Listed State Listed State Species of
Special Concem

Thread-deaved brodiasa
Vemal poal fair shrimp
San Diego fairy shrimp

v

Rivarside fairy shrimp
Tidewater goby
Amoyo southwestem toad
Southwastarn willow fiycatcher
Coastal Callfiemia gnatcatcher
Least bell's vireo

Perggrine falcon
Pacific pockst mouse

SN EAENENENEN EAEN AN
<=

ol
v

Y

v

The Blological Resources Technical Raport for the SOCTIP will include documentation of the

biological resources In the study araa, an assessmant of the impacts of the project altematives
on those resources, and recommended mitigation measures, Impacts to wildife movement
corridors will also be assessed.

The project alternatives will also impact wetland habitat under the jurisdiction of the Army Comps
of Enginears, Callffornia Department of Fish and Game andior the Califomia Coastal
Commisgion. The analysis of impacts to biological rescamces will be conducted in accordance
with the requirements of the NEPA/Section 404 Integrated Process and Caltrans' Guidance to
Consuitants for the Preparation of a Nalural Environmenial Siudy {NES). The EIS/SEIR will

835058 the amount of impacted habitat under the Jurisdiction of each of these agencies and
mitigation will be recommended.

The relationship of the SOCTIIP altemnatives to the ongoing Orange County Southem Subriegion

Natural Community Conservation Frogram (NCCP) process will also ba addressed in the
EIS/SEIR.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

There are known historic resources and archaeological sites in proximity to the buid
alternatives, which could be impacted directly or Indirectty during construction of the SOCTIIF
bulld alternatives. The effact of the alignments on cultural resources will be assessed In
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Presarvation Act. In coordination with
Caltrans and FHWA, an area of sffects for direct and indirect impacts will be developed 1o
define the area 1o be evaluated. General and focusad Investigations will be conductad, as
appropriate. Based on the results of these investigations, recommendations will be made for
mitigation, as required. Pursuant to Secion 108, consultation with the State Historic
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Preservation Officer will be conducted for concurmence regarding the determination of project
effects, and eligiblliity of identified sites for the National Ragister of Historic Places.

OGY AND SOILS

Southemn Califomia is seismically active and the project area is subject to geologic hazards
such as earthquaies, landslides and ground failura. Slope stability will represent the largest
averall adverse geologic condition for the build allematives, Each of the alignments would pass
through areas with existing major landslides. There are also existing fill arsas that would be
encountered during construction. Typically, this material woukl need to be excavated for
implementation of the project. There would be a substantial amount of cut and fill required for
each of the build atematives. The cut and fill woulkd result in topographical changes. Due to
the proximity of active faults in the project area, there is a potenfial for ground shaking to oceur.
However, selsmicity is not congidered to be a constraint as existing construction practices and
standards 10 reduce these potential seismic Impacts are available and woulkd be implemented.
The probability of a ground rupture is considered very remote and would not be considered an
adverse affect. The use of seplic tanks is not proposed for the project. A geotechnical report
will be propared for the EIS/SEIR and will address the geologic conditions In the study area and
adverse conditions that may be encountsred during construction of the project. Mitigation will
be recommended to reduce or eliminate significant impacts.

R MAT

Within the SOCTHP study area there are a number of sites of environmental concemn, which
may be encountersd durng construction, exposing construction workers 10 potential health
hazards. The Prima Deshecha Landfill would be traversed by the Central Corridor, Alignment 7
and varations of these alignment altematives. In adkiition, it is possible that unidentified
contamination has occurred within the study area from the use andfor storage of hazardous
matarials. In the event that contamination has occurred within the grading fimits (or within close
enough proximity to affect soll compesition) the excavation of sofls and the demodition of
developed properies during construction of the project could rasult in the exposure of
construction workets and the publlc to hazardous matesials. For each of the bufid altematives
there is also a potential for spills of toxlc and hazardous materlals durfng construction as well as
during transportation of such materigle on the project roads. Afthough not likely, there is &
remote possibility for an accident involving transport vehicles comaining hazardous matedals,
which could cause a split or releage of hazardous matenials. Tesore High School and San
Clemente High School are adjacent to the proposed project roads and coukd ba exposed to
emissions during an accidertal spill. The project area is not within an area that is currently
designated for an airport land use plan or in the vicinlty of a private airstrip. The project
alternatives would improve surface transporiation access and mobliity, which woukd improve
emergency rasponse imes and evacuation plans. Potential project impacts related to
hazardous materials will be addressed in the Hazardous Materlals Techrical Report and
mitigation wilt ba recommended, as necessary.

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

The SOCTIIP altematives can have a potentially significant impact on existing hydrologic
conditions by the addition of impervious surfaces and by modifications of the existing dralnage
patterns and channels. The addiion of Impervious surfaces to existing drainage areas
increases the amount of storm water runoff and reduces ground infiltration, The addition of
imparvious surfaces and sffects on hydrologic conditions as a result of the SOCTIIP atematives
will be addressed In the EIS/SEIR. Highway runoff can contain concentrations of pollutarts,
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which would have an adverse affect on downstream water quality. There woukl also be an
increase in sedimentation and eroslon as a result of the project, which could also affect water
quality. Potential water quality impacts from the introduetion of pollutants and Increased ercslon
and sedimentation will be assessed in & Runoff Management Plan. The EIS/SEIR will also
address potential impacts from accidental spills of toxic chemicals,

The project will not involve the development of housing or structures and thara would be no
impacts due to flooding. Potential residential develcpment in the project area would be the
subject of separate anvironmental anakysis and documentation.

The SOCTIIP altematlves would cross existing watercourses and would enter the associated
floodplains. Proposed bridge structurss for each atemative have been identified. Location
Hydraulic Studies, which will identify potenfial Impacts 1o water surface elevations and strearn
flow vekicities, will be prepared for the EIS/SEIR pursuant to Caltrane requirements to assess
the impacts to floodplaing, Mitlgation wilt be recommended to eliminate fioodpialn impacts.

Segments of the alignment alternatives would cross groundwater recharge areas within the San
Juan Creek and San Mateo basins. The placement of impenvious road surtaces in recharge
areas may affect the amount of precipitation and runoff that infilirates into the aquifer. This will
be addressed in the EIS/SEIR. Mitigation will be recommended for water quality impacts.

LAND USE AND P

The SOCTIIP alternatives have the potential to result in significant direct and indirect impacts to
existing and plannad land uses. The atternatives would traverse propesty under the jurisdiction
of the County of Orange, MCB Camp Pendleton, and the cities of San Clemente, San Juan
Capistrano, Dana Point, Mission Viejo, Laguna Niguel, Laguna Hills and Lake Forest.

The EIS/SEIR will address the potentially significant impacts to existing and planned land uses
resuling from implementation of each altemative. A relocation and acaonomic siudy will be
prepared which focuses on existing and planned land usas that will be displaced, the availability
of replacement sites, and economic impacts to the various jutisdictions. The analysis will be
based on fleid surveys, review of aerial photographs, and review of existing iiterature including
relsvant planning docurnents and emvironmental documantation. Mestings wil be held with
affected junisdictions and proparty owners to obtain input on the extent and significance of
potential land use impacts. The consistency of the project with existing General Plan land use
designations, as welt as consistency with relevant planning documents, wilt ba addressed In the
EIS/SEIR. Miigation measures will be recommended, as appropriate,

MINEBAL BESOURCES

No mineral resource recovery sites are located within the project alignments and no impacts to
known mineral resource sites are expected.

NOISE

The SOCTIIP atternatives have the potential to cause potentially significant increases in existing
noise lavels and exposure of people to noise levels In excess of adopted standards. Sensitive
noise receptors in the study area Include, but are not limited 1o, the San Onofre State Baach,
General Thomas F, Rlley Wiklemess Park, the Tesoro High School curently being constructad
south of Oso Parkway, residences and schools in the arsas surrounding the bulld altematives
and various noige sensitive uses along 1-5. The project area Is not closs to any publlc use
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airport or private airstrip and would not be exposed to excessive airport naise levels.

A technical report will be prepared for the EIS/SEIR which will evaluate noise generated by the
SOCTIIP alternatives in comparison to exlsting nolse levels, and increases in noise on artarial
rogds in the projest vicinity. The noise anabysis will be prepared pursuant to Caltrans
procedures. Recommendations for noise mitigation, including soundwatls, will be provided in
the EIS/SEIR, a3 appropriate,

ENERGY

It is not anticipated that the SQCTIIP altematives would result in a substantial use of fusl or
energy, or substantially increase demand on existing non-renewable resources of enargy or
require the development of new sources of energy. Energy impacts will be addressed in the
EIS/SEIR and mitigation will be recommended, as nacessary.

POPULATION AND HOUSING

The SOCTIIP alternatives have the potential 1o resuft in the acquisition of existing housing units
and the displacemeant of existing residents. The Sociceconomics and Ralocation Technical
FAeports will assess the anticipated right-of-way impacts of the SOCTIIP alternatives, including
the acquisition of housing and the displacement of resldents. The Sociceconomics Technical
Report will alsc assess the potential for the SOCTIP alternatives to result in growth Inducing
impacts. Mitigation measures will be identified to address potentlally significant adverse
impacts of the SOCTIIP altarnatives related to population and housing.

PUBLIC SERVICES

The SOCTIIP attematives may have a potentially significant Impact on public services, The
services that may be affected include fire protection, law enforcement, schools and solid waste.
Improvements assoCiated with the 5 may result in increased emergency service response
fimes in scme areas. Emergency response times and access will be addrassed in the
EIS/SEIR. The alignments which traverse the existing Prima Deshecha Landfill property have
the potential to impact ongoing and future operations at this Landfill. Additlonally the Central
Cosridor, and variations which include the same connection to 1-5, would directly impact San
Clements High School and Ole Hansot Elementary School. Impacts to these public sarvices
and facilities will be addressed In tha EIS/SEIH, and mifigation will be recommended, as
necessary. The |-5 widening altemative would require some relocation of existing development
and residences along segments of the freeway.

RECREATION RESQURCES

The SOCTHP altemnatives have the potential to result in direct impacts on existing recraation
resources including the taking of land cumently used for recreation. In addition, the SOCTIIP
altematives have the potential 1o result in significant adverse indirect impacts on recreation
uses, Including nolse, air quality, traffic and other impacts. These potential impacts of the
SOCTIIP attematives will be addressed and mitigation will be identified to substanfialty reduce
or avold significant advarse impacts on recreation resources,

THANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

A faffic study will be conducted for the EIS/SEIR, which wiil assass the potential
transportation/circulation impacts on local and reglonal road facilities associated with the
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SOCTIIP altematives, including beneficial impacts t¢ the circulation system. The traffic study
will consider the potentlal traffic impacts under the “with-toll® and “toll-free” condiions. Tha
extent of congestion on I-5 under various scenarios will be assessed. Analysia of sevaral No
Project altemative scenarlos as well as special scenarics will be provided. These special
scenarios will depict varying development levels and will melude a reduced MPAH that utilizes
only arterial roacdweyz that are cumrantly built and cornmitted, as well as full MPAH buildout.
Mitigation measures will be recommendaed, as necessary.

The project is expected to improve mobilty options for travelers in the south Orange County
area and result In Improved travel times and reduce traffic congestion. The road design will
utilize the latest construction improvements and features to provide safe and efficlent

transportation. The alignmenis woudd increase road capacity to help to reducs the exlsting and
anticipated increaze in traffic congestion.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTENS

Construction of any of the build allematives wouki have a potentially significant impact on
existing utilty lines and facilities, requiring reconstruction, ralocation and/or removal of utiitias In
or along the proposed right-ol-way. Utllity lines In the study area incliude water, sewer, sloctric,
natural gas and communication. Notable utlllies Include high powear electrical transmission
lines extending north from the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), slectrical
substations and the South County Pipsline. The majority of the utliities in the study area do not
pose substantial constraints to the design or alignment of the altematives. Impacts to utiliies
would be coordinated with the affected agencles and ulilly companies during final design.
Other utilities in the Far East Comidor study area include water wells and percolation ponds at
MCE Camp Pendleton. The Santa Margarita Water District Chiquita Water Reclamation Plant is
located along the Central Comidor. The EIS/SEIR will include analysis of potential impacts to
utllity lines and-associated tacilities, and mitigation will be recommerided, as necessary.

CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS

The build altematives would bs under construction for approximately three years, during which
time there would be short term potential impacts associated with construction activities. The
EIS/SEIR will address these impacts including transportation congestion and rerouting; erosion
and sedimentation; water quality Impacts; impacts to biclogical resources; visual impacts:
interferance with commercial, residential and public activities; dust, nolse and night lighting.
Mitigation will be recommended, as necessary.
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