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December 17, 201 0 

Re: Highway 99 Soundwall Community Safety and Enhancement Project 

Dear Property Owner: 

As you are aware, Caltrans is proposing to sell the excess land along the Highway 99 
soundwall (on the east side between 1 i h Avenue and 4 i h Street) to adjoining property 
owners for $1 .00 per parcel. The purpose of the project is to address trespassing and 
criminal activity along the soundwall. 

The Assessor's Office has reviewed the maps provided by Caltrans and the proposed 
Purchase and Sale Agreement that will be executed between the State of California, 
Department of Transportation and the property owners that are participating in the project. 
The agreement reserves a highway easement over the property, which significantly limits 
the uses to which the property can be put. It also prohibits the construction of any 
permanent structures in the highway easement area. 

Under current California law, property is taxed at a rate of 1% of the assessed value and is 
reassessed at current market value when a change in ownership occurs. Based on the 
information provided, the Assessor's Office has determined that the current market value of 
the excess land is $1.00 per parcel. Once the transfer is completed (under the proposed 
agreement), the Assessor's Office will combine the excess land with the Buyer's existing 
parcel and increase the assessed value by $1 .00, resulting in an increase of $.01 per year in 
property taxes. No action on your part is necessary. The Proposition 13 base value of the 
original property will not be affected. 

Should you have any further property tax questions relating to this project, please contact 
Curt Caldwell, Chief Appraiser, at (916) 876-5326. 

Sincerely, 
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Kathleen Kelleher 
Assistant Assessor 
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