
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Construction Policy Bulletin
 

CPB 10-1 Emissions Reduction 

References: Standard Specifications Section 7-1.01F, “Air Pollution Control” 

Construction Manual Section 7-104A, “Air Quality” 

Effective Date: February 18, 2010 Approved: ___________________________ 
 MARK LEJA 

Chief 
Division of Construction 

Approval Date: February 17, 2010 

Background 

Section 7-1.01F, “Air Pollution Control,” of the Standard Specifications requires the contractor to 
comply with all air pollution rules and regulations. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has 
implemented in-use, off-road diesel regulations that became law on June 18, 2008. Contractors were to 
report their fleet breakdown from March 1, 2009, to August 1, 2009, depending on the size of the fleet. 
Large fleets must be in compliance with the 2010 CARB performance regulations by March 1, 2010. 

CARB has various deadlines for contractor’s fleets to comply with emissions and equipment labeling. 
CARB bases contractor fleet compliance on the entire fleet. Contractors may have many types of 
equipment with different tier engines (higher tiers indicate newer or cleaner engines regarding 
emissions). CARB guidelines take the contractor’s entire fleet into consideration. Therefore, when much 
of the contractor’s equipment is “older,” it does not indicate non-compliance with regulations. 

Equipment labeling will be white lettering and numbers on red background. Contractors have a grace 
period from the time equipment is acquired to when labeling equipment is required. 

CARB’s significant change to requirements governing off-road diesel construction equipment 
necessitated the development of this bulletin. 

Existing Procedure 

No procedure currently exists. 
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New Procedure 

The section labeled, “Emissions Reduction,” of the special provisions states that the contractor, by 
executing the contract, is aware of the CARB regulations and will comply with those regulations 
before starting work and throughout the duration of the contract. 

The resident engineer does not need to verify that the contractor’s equipment complies with CARB 
regulations. The local Air Quality Control District or Air Quality Management District, commonly 
referred to as “air district,” is responsible for enforcing air quality regulations. If complaints are 
brought to the resident engineer’s attention, they should direct the complainant to file the complaint 
with the local air district. 

If the complaining party insists that Caltrans handle the situation, the resident engineer should forward 
the complaint to the local air district, based on project location, and send the contractor a copy of the 
complaint filed. 

A list of local air districts contacts and addresses is available at: 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/capcoa/roster.htm 

If you have questions regarding CARB regulations and how field personnel should handle various 
situations, please contact John Rodriguez, Division of Construction, at John_Rodriguez@dot.ca.gov or 
(916) 654-2497. 
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