Exercise 3: CEQA Checklist
Module 2: THE VIA SCOPING PROCESS — CEQA CHECKLIST

The CEQA Checklist is used by the Environmental Generalist to determine if the project may
cause a significant impact requiring an EIS/EIR. If it does, it may also affect the level of the VIA.
As a team, complete section ‘I’ of the CEQA Questionnaire considering all of the alternatives.

ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE CHECKLIST

This checklist identifies physical, biological, social and economic factors that might be
affected by the proposed project. In many cases. background studies performed in connection with
the projects indicate no impacts. A NO IMPACT answer in the last column reflects this
determination. Where there is a need for clarifving discussion, the discussion is included in Section
VI following the checklist. The words "significant"” and "significance" used throughout the

following checklist are related to CEQA, not NEPA, impacts.
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I.  AESTHETICS -- Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but
not limited to, trees, rock outeroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the
area?

00 dd
00 dd
0o dd
0o dd

II. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES: In determining
whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in
asscssing impacts on agriculture and farmland. Would
the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency. to non-agricultural use?
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b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

¢) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?
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1. AIR QUALITY -- Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control district may be
rehed upon to make the following determinations. Would
the project:




