State of California « Department of Transportation

PRESS RELEASE

Date: Wednesday, November 4™ , 2009

District: District 6 — Fresno, Madera, Kings, Tulare & Kern Counties
Contact: Jose Camarena / Caltrans Public Information Officer
Phone: (559) 488-4067

Contact: Officer Axel Reyes / CHP Public Information Officer
Phone: (559) 441-5489

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CALTRANS AND CHP
PREPARED FOR UPCOMING FOG SEASON

WHAT: Press Conference

WHEN: Tomorrow, Thursday, November 5™, 2009 at 11:00 a.m.

WHERE: Caltrans District Office
1352 W. Olive Ave. (Olive & State Route 99) Fresno

Fresno - The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the California Highway
Patrol (CHP) encourage motorists to prepare for fog and reduced-visibility driving conditions.
The fog season in the Central Valley typically begins during the month of November and
continues through February.

In an effort to reduce the severity of multi-vehicle accidents along State Route (SR) 99 during
the Central Valley’'s Winter/Fog Season, Caltrans will put into use their innovative and
comprehensive Fog Pilot Project. The integrated electronics devices that will make-up this
project include weather stations, microwave vehicle/motion detectors and visibility sensors
which will communicate information regarding potentially hazardous road conditions directly to
drivers via dozens of Changeable Message Signs posted along the project corridor.

The system of Changeable Message Boards and traffic/weather sensors begins approximately
1.5 miles south of the Fresno County/Tulare County line near the Kings River and concludes
approximately 10.5 miles to the north of that border near Manning Avenue in the City of Fowler.
This stretch of road was chosen because of the frequency of dense fog and reduced-visibility
accidents in recent years.

To assist in slowing traffic when visibility is less than 500 feet, the CHP will implement their
Pace Program on major highways between Bakersfield and Modesto. The CHP/Caltrans
Central Valley Transportation Management Center (TMC) will provide information to the media
regarding weather and road conditions throughout the Valley. Motorists should also tune-in to
local radio and television stations for up-to-date traffic and weather information.
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Press Conference Agenda

e Welcome and Introductions

e Speakers:
Brian Everson — Caltrans District 6, Acting District Director
Roy Huerta - CHP Fresno Area Commander, Captain
Peter Dwyer - ICX Transportation, Managing Director

Caltrans and CHP personnel will be on hand for an organized tour of the Central Valley

Transportation Management Center located within the Caltrans District Office building. This
tour will provide a look into the Fog Pilot Program detection system and sensor capability.

“Slow Your Pace, It's Not A Race”

Fog driving tips

e Drive with headlights on low beam.

e Reduce your speed.

e Avoid crossing traffic unless absolutely necessary.

e Listen for traffic you cannot see.

e Use wipers and defroster as necessary for maximum vision.
e Be patient! Don't pass lines of traffic.

e Unless absolutely necessary don’'t stop on any freeway or other heavily traveled
road.

e Consider postponing your trip until the fog clears.
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