
 
 

 
Centennial Corridor Citizens’ Advisory Group Meeting #5 

  
Date:  Thursday, January 7, 2010    
 
Time:  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 
Location:  TRIP Office, 900 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 
Attendance: Chris Hall, Kern County Superintendent of Schools Division of 

Maintenance, Operations & Transportation Services Administrator 
 Janet Riden, Business owner, west of SR-99 
 Ron Fraze, City of Bakersfield Fire Chief, Emergency Services  
 Joseph, Leon, Business owner, east of SR-99 
 Kevin Gonsalves, Resident, east of SR-99 
 
Absent: Marc Caputo, Resident west of SR-99 

Curtis Richardson, Resident east of SR-99 
 William Cooper, Kern River Parkway/Bicycle Transportation 
 John Ohe, Resident, west of SR-99 
 
Purpose: The CAG is part of the public participation plan to provide a mechanism 

for feedback and communications to and from the project team to the 
general public. 

 
Project Staff: Curt Hatton, Caltrans Project Manager 
 Kirsten Helton Senior Environmental Planner 

Holly Vogel, Caltrans Public Information Officer 
 

Recap: The meeting began with self-introductions. 
 
Holly Vogel, Caltrans Public Information Officer, advised the group that as 
part of the environmental process, noise monitoring will occur within all 
four build alternatives the week of January 11 – 15, 2010. 

 
Website Contact Information: CAG members contact information: 
 
Chris Hall  661-852-5800 chall@kern.org 
Ron Fraze  661-326-3941 rfraze@bakersfieldfire.us 
Kevin Gonsalves 661-330-1003 gonsalvesk1003@yahoo.com 
Janet Riden  661-303-8006 taxladyjanet@sbcglobal.net 
Marc Caputo    marcc70@gmail.com 
William Cooper 661-205-3879 wtcooper47@aol.com 
John Ohe  661-832-9598 marthaohe@hotmail.com 
Joseph Leon  661-331-2982 jleon@nativefirst.com 
 



 
 

Website Update: Curt Hatton responded to website suggestions from the 
previous CAG meeting.  
 
1. Is it possible for citizens to leave messages on the website? After 

review and consideration of the request, Mr. Hatton concluded that 
Caltrans staff contact information on the web page will be sufficient to 
field and respond to all inquiries from the public.  

 
2. Could project funding sources be better identified on the website, 

specifically SAFETEA-LU and per each TRIP project?  Add a Q&A on 
this subject.  Add links to SAFETEA-LU webpage. Mr. Hatton advised 
that additional links to relevant web sites will be available to viewers. 
One link to be incorporated will be to the 2009/2010 TRIP Progress 
Report. 

 
3. Regarding project Questions and Answers – could they be linked at 

the top in a table of contents format so viewers don’t have to scroll 
through all questions? Web site was modified to reflect the CAG 
feedback.  

 
Environmental Studies Update: Kirsten Helton advised that the 
technical studies currently in progress include natural environment, 
biological, cultural, architectural history, air and noise surveys and 
completion of the community impact assessment. Right-of-Entry permits 
have been obtained for targeted properties on all proposed build 
alignments.  
 
Design: Caltrans Design engineers and Environmental Planners have 
been collaborating in intensive review of each of the four build 
alternatives. The team is identifying specific parcels in an effort to avoid 
and minimize potential project impacts. All four build alternatives and the 
transportation management systems alternative are being studied 
simultaneously and remain viable. 
  
Community Feedback: CAG members expressed that there are still 
rumors circulating that a preferred alignment decision has been made.  
No decision has been made and environmental technical studies are 
continuing on all alternatives.   
 
The group discussed the option of hosting a community meeting prior to 
the required public meeting to present the draft environmental document. 
The Centennial Corridor team also encouraged CAG members to share 
information from the CAG meetings with their communities to ensure a 
continual flow of accurate information dissemination. 
 
High Speed Rail: Gene Tackett, consultant for the California High Speed 
Rail project provided an overview of the proposed rail project to CAG 
members. 
 
Below is information provided by the High Speed Rail Authority project 
web site - cahighspeedrail.ca.gov 
 



 
 

Environmental reviews are underway, the project is moving toward 
construction, outreach to communities is being improved, interest is 
increasing from private partners. 
 
The Authority is transitioning from planning to construction:  
The Authority is transforming from an entity focused only on planning to 
one that oversees the construction of a large public infrastructure project. 
The Board elected a new Chairman, Mayor Curt Pringle. 
The Authority conducted an organizational assessment to guide its 
growth and will begin the process in 2010 to seek a construction 
management team and financial partners. 
 
The High Speed Rail job creating estimates: 
The high‐speed train system will generate 600,000 construction‐related 
jobs over the life of construction (one‐year, fulltime equivalents over 
approximately 8 years). 
Nearly 130,000 of those would be directly related to ARRA funding if 
California’s request is fully funded. 
Rough estimates show job creation by region/rail section to be: 
San Francisco – San Jose: 105,000 
San Jose – Merced: 112,000 
Merced – Bakersfield: 135,000 
Bakersfield – Palmdale: 81,000 
Palmdale – Los Angeles: 125,000 
Los Angeles – Anaheim: 92,000 
 
Today’s Progress – The environmental stage, heading toward 
design and construction 
The path from where California’s high‐speed train project stands today to 
initial revenue passenger service can be divided into three categories of 
major milestones: planning, implementation, and revenue service. 
The report to the Legislature illustrates that the project is on track to: 
begin completing environmental reviews in 2011, enter construction in 
2012, begin opening sections for passenger service 2017 or earlier, and 
complete the initial system from Anaheim to San Francisco by 2020. 
 
Topics to be discussed at future meetings: 
1.  The CAG would like to have a workshop to review and understand the 
Draft Environmental Document.  Workshop will be held closer to the 
release of the DED.   

 
Next Meeting Date: April 22, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. TRIP Office 

 


