
 

 

 
Centennial Corridor Citizens’ Advisory Group Meeting #4 

  
Date:  Thursday, September 10, 2009    
 
Time:  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
Location:  TRIP Office, 900 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 
Attendance: Marc Caputo, Resident west of SR-99 
 Chris Hall, Kern County Superintendent of Schools Division of Maintenance, 

Operations and Transportation Services administrator 
 Janet Riden, Business owner, west of SR-99 
 Ron Fraze, City of Bakersfield Fire Chief, Emergency Services  
 Joseph, Leon, Business owner, east of SR-99 
 William Cooper, Kern River Parkway/Bicycle Transportation 
 John Ohe, Resident, west of SR-99 
 Kevin Gonsalves, Resident, east of SR-99 
 
Absent: Curtis Richardson, Resident east of SR-99 
  
Purpose: The CAG is designed as part of the public participation plan to provide a 

mechanism for feedback and communications to and from the project team to the 
general public. 

 
Project Staff: Curt Hatton, Caltrans Project Manager 
 Richard Putler, Caltrans Associate Environmental Planner 

Holly Vogel, Caltrans Public Information Officer 
 

Recap: The meeting began with introductions. 
 

Caltrans Staff Changes: Curt Hatton announced staff changes within the 
Caltrans Centennial Corridor project team. Kirsten Helton will now be the CT 
Environmental Manager for the project.   Sarah Gassner will have other duties 
within the District, not associated with the TRIP program. Most of the 
environmental staff now working on the TRIP projects will be working for Kirsten. 
 
Holly Vogel, Caltrans Public Information Officer will replace Cynthia Pollard as 
the CAG meeting facilitator. 

 
Website Contact Information: CAG members provided preferred contact 
information to be posted on the Centennial Corridor website. Contacts include: 
 
Chris Hall  661-852-5800 chall@kern.org 
Ron Fraze  661-326-3941 rfraze@bakersfieldfire.us 
Kevin Gonsalves 661-330-1003 gonsalvesk1003@yahoo.com 
Janet Riden  661-303-8006 taxladyjanet@sbcglobal.net 
Marc Caputo    marc@gmail.com 
William Cooper  661-205-3879 wtcooper47@aol.com 
John Ohe  661-832-9598 marthaohe@hotmail.com 
Joseph Leon  661-331-2982 jleon@nativefirst.com 



 

 

 
Website Update: Curt Hatton demonstrated navigating the Centennial Corridor 
web page, that is now back up and running, hosted by the Caltrans District 6 
website.  Curt asked CAG members to e-mail him with specific suggestions or 
questions for the web page once they peruse it. 
 
Group discussed possible website improvements/suggestions for staff to 
address: 
1. Is it possible for citizens to leave messages on the website? 
2. Could project funding sources be better identified on the website, specifically 

SAFETEA-LU and per each TRIP project?  Add a Q&A on this subject.  Add 
links to SAFETEA-LU webpage. 

3. Regarding project Questions and Answers – could they be linked at the top in 
a table of contents format so viewers don’t have to scroll through all 
questions? 

 
Environmental Studies Updates: Richard Putler provided a brief update on 
technical studies currently underway or soon to begin to include architectural 
history and noise surveys. Right-of-Entry permits are currently being obtained for 
targeted properties on all proposed build alignments.  
 
Neighborhood Survey: Caltrans discussed Community Surveys mailed to 
residences and businesses in proximity to all four proposed alignments. 
Responses received to the survey will be included in the Community Impact 
Assessment (CIA). 
 
The group discussed how the selected alignment will affect a region as a whole 
economically. The environmental studies specifically look at potential effects 
(negative and positive) that each potential alignment could induce.  
 
Information Dissemination: Holly Vogel asked that CAG members be willing to 
disseminate Centennial Corridor information to their local neighborhoods as it 
becomes available. The proposed tool with which to share project information will 
be through e-mail. In addition, the Centennial Corridor Project Development 
Team (PDT) encourages two-way communication from CAG members. 
 
The group discussed the current Centennial Corridor Information Sheet that has 
outdated contact information listed. The CAG proposed that labels with new local 
contact names and telephone numbers be applied to the current fact sheets until 
a new one is developed. 

 
Public Alternative 4: Curt Hatton advised the CAG regarding a recently 
submitted public alternative for consideration. The PDT screened the alternative 
using the same criteria as used for all previous alternatives. The alternative will 
not be carried forward for a number of reasons based on the screening criteria. 
 
Topics to be discussed at future meetings: 
1. CAG members would like to know more about high speed rail. Is it possible to 
get a speaker from the high speed rail project to brief the CAG? 
2.  The CAG would still like to have a workshop to review and understand the 
Draft Environmental Document.  Workshop will be held closer to the release of 
the DED.   

 
Next Meeting Date: December 3, 2009 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. TRIP Office 

 


