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Centennial Corridor project Segment 1 would connect to the eastern end of the Westside Parkway 
(now under construction). The Westside Parkway is a new 8.1− mile freeway with full interchanges at 
Allen Road, Calloway Drive, Coffee Road, and Mohawk Street. The Westside Parkway extends west from 
Truxtun Avenue near State Route 99 to Stockdale Highway near Heath Road. The portion currently 
being built (to Allen Road) will open next year.

Westside Parkway was approved under the 2007 Tier 2 Westside Parkway Environmental 
Assessment/Final Environmental Impact Report. This document builds upon the 2001 Tier 1 Route 58 
Adoption Project Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report that focused on deter-
mining the future location of a replacement transportation corridor for State Route 58  between the 
State Route 58/99 junction and Interstate 5. Westside Parkway is fully consistent with and builds upon 
the Tier 1 alignment by providing a new freeway link that improves route continuity for State Route 58. 

As part of the screen-
ing process, three 
build alternatives 
were identified as 
feasible and were 
evaluated in the 
technical studies. The  

alternatives under consideration are Alternatives A, B, and 
C, and the No–Build. The build alternatives all propose to 
connect State Route 58 (East) to the east end of the 
Westside Parkway by means of a six-lane freeway. 

Alternative A extends State Route 58 to the west           
   before turning northwest to connect with Westside        
   Parkway between Coffee Road and Mohawk Street. 

Alternative B extends State Route 58 to the northwest  
   before connecting with the eastern end of Westside        
   Parkway at Truxtun Avenue. 

Alternative C extends State Route 58 to the north   
   parallel to State Route 99 before turning west along the  
   railroad yard to connect with the eastern end of West 
   side Parkway at Truxtun Avenue.

Each would provide a replacement Park & Ride Lot, new 
drainage sumps and improvements to State Route 99, 
Westside Parkway, the Stockdale Highway/State Route 43 
intersection, and the Rosedale Highway/southbound 
State Route 99 off-ramp. The build alternatives are shown  
in the map below. 

ALTERNATIVE  B IS 
RECOMMENDED BY    
CALTRANS
Avoiding parks and historic properties is 
central to Caltrans’ decision to identify 
Alternative B as the preferred alterna-
tive. Section 4(f) of the Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966 provides a 
high-level of protection to public parks 
and historic properties and requires 
Caltrans to select an alternative that 
avoids those resources, if such an 
alternative is available. This leaves 
Caltrans with a difficult choice between 
doing nothing (the No–Build Alterna-
tive) and Alternative B (see impact table 
on page 2). Alternative A would affect a 
portion of the Kern River Park west of 
Mohawk Street and a large swath of a 
historic district south of Stockdale 
Highway and west of State Route 99. 
Alternative C would affect a portion of 
Saunders Park. Despite an extensive 
analysis, the project team was unable to 
develop any other viable alternatives 
that would avoid properties protected 
by Section 4(f). Therefore, Caltrans has 
identified Alternative B as the                
recommended preferred alternative.

The final decision will be made after 
consideration of all comments on the 
draft environmental document, which 
will be circulated in spring 2013.

Caltrans is overseeing environmental studies for the Centennial Corridor project.  These studies evaluate and 
compare potential effects of the project alternatives on the community and the environment.  Key study findings 
that distinguish the alternatives are summarized in the table below.

Caltrans, as the owner/operator of the state highway system, is the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) lead agency. This means that Caltrans is responsible for                
developing and approving the Centennial Corridor project and its Environmental Impact Report/Statement. Any 
questions or comments regarding this process should be directed to Caltrans (contact information on back page 
of this newsletter).

C A L T R A N S  A S  L E A D  A G E N C Y
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Caltrans will hold an open house December 6, 2012 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The open house will be held at 
the Kern County Administrative Office − Building Rotunda, located at 1115 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, 
CA. Maps of Alternatives A, B, and C, information regarding the identification of Alternative B as the 
Caltrans recommended preferred alternative, and right of way information will be available. Drop by any 
time to view maps and exhibits or talk with project engineers, environmental planners, or right-of-way 
agents.

Caltrans will hold an open house December 6, 2012 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The open house
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