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Route 156 is a Focus Route and gateway 
for tourists traveling from the Bay Area to 
the Monterey Peninsula.  On the 
weekends, 156 is heavily congested and 
there are safety concerns. This project 
proposes to convert the narrow two-lane 
conventional highway to a four-lane 
freeway.

The Transportation Agency for Monterey 
County has worked with Caltrans for many 
years.  Through the environmental process, 
Alternative 11 has been selected as the 
Preferred Alternative.  The selection was 
based on many factors including:  
improvements for safety, improving traffic 
operations, relieving traffic congestion, and 
seeking the least impacts to the 
surrounding community and environment.  

The Preferred Alternative proposes to convert the existing 2-lane conventional highway to a 4-lane freeway 
from Castroville to the 101/156 interchange on US 101.  The existing 101/156 interchange would be 
replaced by a more extensive interchange that would handle local traffic and interregional travel.  A new 
interchange would be constructed at the intersection of Castroville Boulevard and Route 156.  Also, the 
existing 156 lanes would be converted to a frontage road that would serve the local community.

The EIR/FONSI was signed on January 31, 2013.  A supplemental environmental document process is 
underway to examine the impacts of tolling.  The project is in the Coastal Zone and will require a Coastal 
Development Permit.  Additional permits will be required from Army Corps, USFWS and CADFW.
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PA & ED
Suppl Env Doc
Start PS&E
R/W Cert
RTL
Begin Const
End Const

1/31/2013A
Oct. 2015
Oct. 2015
Apr. 2019
Apr. 2019
Oct. 2019
Oct. 2023

Milestone Date
SCHEDULE

$32,500
$7,700

$220,431
$3,563

$264,194

Total

$25,000

$25,000

Con Sup
$2,000

$4,000

$6,000

RW Sup
$4,500

$6,000
$1,500

$12,000

PS&E

$7,700
$431

$2,063
$10,194

PA&ED
$26,000

$51,000

$77,000

RW

$134,000

$134,000

Con
RIP
IIP
Other
Demo
Total

Fund
COST (In $1000’S, Escalated)

Notes: Yellow highlight identifies components that are currently funded.  The green highlight identifies 
Right of Way components funded in 16/17 year.  Right of Way Capital is underfunded by $51,000,000 
and Right of Way support underfunded by $4,000,000.  Blue highlight identifies PS&E component funded 
in the 14-15 year.  PS&E component underfunded by $6,000,000.  It should be noted that estimates in 
this table do not include the costs of the supplemental environmental process for tolling.  All costs based 
on estimates from 2012 or earlier.
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