
2013 Caltrans Meeting With Landscape and Erosion Control Contractors 
2013 Action Items 

 
We gathered a great deal of feedback from our Landscape and Erosion Control 
Contractors at this year's meeting, and after analyzing the comments, have identified the 
following potential action items: 
 

 Review specifications and guidance, and discuss with Caltrans Construction and 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards the various interpretations of meeting the 
Storm Water Notice of Termination (NOT) requirements. Is 70% total vegetation 
cover required? Is 70% of background cover acceptable? Are RUSLE calculations 
sufficient in lieu of cover? Does mulch qualify as “cover”?  

 Review and determine if a Contractor is able to meet the NOT requirements prior 
to completion of the Plant Establishment Period and be relieved of storm water 
reporting and monitoring requirements. 

 Consider adding hydro-straw as an option to blown straw to reduce problems with 
air quality compliance. 

 Review mulch specification regarding determining quantities. Measure in the 
truck upon delivery, or via load ticket, or depth of coverage in the field. 

 Review Gravel Mulch specification regarding order of work, compaction of 
subgrade, compaction of gravel, and weed fabric. 

 Rock Blanket Detail.  Consider detailing flat rocks instead of round. Consider 
replacing mortar between rocks with concrete. Consider specifying a range of 
values for separation between rocks. Detail should specify minimum concrete 
depth beneath rock rather than total excavation depth. 

 Review “Smart” Irrigation Controller specification and ensure that the controller 
is applying the correct amount of water at the end of the Plant Establishment 
Period.  Consider the need for a water audit as part of the irrigation system 
functional test at the completion of Plant Establishment. 

 Review Irrigation specifications in light of theft. Consider deleting brass heads, 
brass valves, and wires in conduit (vs. direct burial). 

 Review Plant Establishment specifications. Is there a way to set a minimum bid 
for Plant Establishment? Is there a way to reduce the bonding requirement to just 
the Plant Establishment work during the Plant Establishment period? 

 Review ESA and silt fencing specifications to see if additional testing for quality 
assurance is necessary.  These materials have been failing prematurely due to UV 
exposure. 

 Review the feasibility of separate Move-In/Move-out specifications and bid items 
for various types of erosion control and storm water pollution prevention work. 

 Review the need for guidance regarding calculating the proper number of Move-
In/Move-out’s. 

 
Communicate with District Landscape Architects regarding: 

 Avoid over-specifying the germination rate for seed species – particularly “short 
shelf-life” plant species. 
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 Avoid over-specifying the application rate for seed species – particularly rare, 
high cost seed species. 

 Identify on the plans potential locations of potable water for temporary irrigation 
systems or truck watering. 

 Ensure that compost does not blow away after application. Options include 
incorporation, covering with coir netting, covering with BFM at 2,000-4,000 
lbs/acre, or a top application of fiber and tackifier. 

 Avoid placing gravel mulch so close to the travelled way that gravel is tracked 
onto roadway surfaces. 

 Specify Move-In/Move Out for permanent erosion control items of work. 
 Design to reduce theft of copper wire, brass heads and valves in designs. Review 

discontinuing the use of brass sprinkler heads and replacing wire in conduit with 
direct burial wire. 

 ESA fencing in snowfall areas may require replacement each spring. 
 


