
STATE OF CALIFORNIA      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

M e m o r a n d u m

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: June 29-30, 2016 

Reference No.: 4.17 
Action 

From:  SUSAN BRANSEN 
Executive Director 

Subject:  ADOPTION OF THE 2017 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM REGIONAL 
GUIDELINES - FRESNO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS, SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL 
OF GOVERNMENTS, SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS, AND TULARE 
COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 RESOLUTION G-16-24 

ISSUE: 

Senate Bill 99 (Chapter 359, Statutes of 2013) allows the Commission to adopt separate guidelines 
for administering the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) competitive component of the 
Active Transportation Program (ATP).  The Fresno Council of Governments (FCOG), the 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG), the San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG), and the Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) request that the 
Commission adopt regional guidelines for use in administering their MPO competitive selection 
process. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Commission adopt 2017 ATP Regional Guidelines proposed by FCOG, 
SACOG, SANDAG, and TCAG as set forth in Resolution G-16-24 and the following attachments: 

• Fresno Council of Governments (Attachment 1)
• Sacramento Area Council of Governments (Attachment 2)
• San Diego Association of Governments (Attachment 3)
• Tulare County Association of Governments (Attachment 4)

BACKGROUND: 

The Commission adopted statewide guidelines for administering the 2017 Active Transportation 
Program at its March meeting.  While the statewide guidelines may be used for administering the 
MPO competitive component of the Active Transportation Program, the nine MPOs charged with 
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programming funds to projects in the MPO competitive component were provided discretion in 
Senate Bill 99 to develop regional guidelines with regard to project selection. Guidelines prepared 
by the MPOs and adopted by the Commission may differ from the Commission’s adopted statewide 
guidelines in the following areas: 
 

• Supplemental call for projects 
• Definition of disadvantaged community 
• Match requirement 
• Selection criteria and weighting 
• Minimum project size 
• Target funding amounts for certain project types  

 
The 2017 ATP schedule requires MPOs to submit their guidelines to the Commission by June 1, 2016 
for adoption at the June Commission meeting.   
 
Staff reviewed the MPO submitted guidelines with respect to the areas for which the Commission 
provided flexibilities and found those areas consistent with the statewide Active Transportation 
Program guidelines. The following summarizes the areas that differ from the statewide 2017 ATP 
Guidelines by each MPO: 
 

 FCOG SACOG SANDAG TCAG 

Scoring criteria and weighting  X X X 

Minimum project size X X   

Match requirement  X   

Definition of disadvantaged community  X   

Supplemental call for projects X X X  

 
Fresno Council of Governments 
 

• Supplemental call for projects 
• No minimum ATP fund request for any project type 
• Language clarified regarding demonstrating consistency with an adopted Regional 

Transportation Plan 
 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
 

• Supplemental call for projects 
• Classifies public participation and planning, and seeking the use of California Conservation 

Corps or qualified community conservation corps, as criteria for screening rather than scoring 
• Requires all applicants to include at least an 11.47% local match 
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• Requires a minimum funding request of $50,000 for non-infrastructure projects 
• Adds scoring criteria for supporting greenhouse gas reduction goals through reducing or 

shortening vehicle trips 
• Adds scoring criteria for “Other Considerations” which includes past performance on 

projects, demonstrated project delivery readiness in the application, and evidence of strong 
stakeholder support to implement the project 

• Requires applicants to submit a supplemental questionnaire 
• Regional definition of disadvantaged communities using the definition of low-income and high 

minority areas used in the environmental justice analysis for the 2016 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 

 
San Diego Association of Governments 
 

• Establishes different scoring and weighting systems for infrastructure and non-infrastructure 
projects. 

• For evaluating infrastructure projects, adds scoring criteria for: 
o Project Readiness 
o Linkages to Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Transit Networks 
o Effectiveness and Comprehensiveness of Proposed Project 
o Complementary Programs 
o Innovation 

• For evaluating infrastructure projects, adds scoring criteria for: 
o Alignment with ATP Objectives 
o Comprehensiveness 
o Methodology 
o Community Support 
o Evaluation 
o Innovation 
o Demand Analysis using Geographic Information System 

• Requires applicants to submit a supplemental questionnaire. 
 
Tulare County Association of Governments 
 

• Awards additional points for projects that include infrastructure elements. 
• Awards additional points for projects that are part of an adopted plan, in the Measure R 

expenditure plan, or were previously funded under the Transportation Enhancement Program. 
• Awards additional points to projects benefitting severely disadvantaged communities. 

 
The Commission adopted 2017 ATP Guidelines proposed by the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) at the March Commission meeting (Resolution G-16-08). 
 
The San Joaquin Council of Governments (SJCOG) and the Stanislaus Council of Governments 
(STANCOG) plan to hold a supplemental call for projects, but do not propose regional specific 2017 
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ATP Guidelines.  The Kern Council of Governments (KCOG) does not plan to hold a supplemental 
call for projects and does not propose regional specific 2017 ATP Guidelines.   
 
Attachments 
 
CTC Resolution G-16-24 
Attachment 1 - Fresno Council of Governments 
Attachment 2 - Sacramento Area Council of Governments   
Attachment 3 - San Diego Association of Governments  
Attachment 4 - Tulare County Association of Governments 
Attachment 5 – Additional Information 
 
 
 
.   
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
Adoption of the 2017 Regional Active Transportation Program Guidelines –  

Fresno Council of Governments, Sacramento Area Council of Governments, San 
Diego Association of Governments, and Tulare County Association of Governments 

June 29-30, 2016 

RESOLUTION G-16-24 

1.1 WHEREAS the Active Transportation Program was created by Senate Bill 99 (Chapter 359, 
Statutes of 2013) to encourage increased use of active modes of transportation, such as biking 
and walking, and 

1.2 WHEREAS Streets and Highways Code Section 2382(k) allows the Commission to adopt 
separate guidelines for the metropolitan planning organizations charged with allocating funds 
to projects pursuant to Streets and Highways Code Section 2381(a)(1) relative to project 
selection, and  

1.3 WHEREAS the Active Transportation Program Guidelines (Resolution G-16-07) requires the 
Commission to adopt a metropolitan planning organization’s use of different project selection 
criteria or weighting, minimum project size, match requirement, definition of disadvantaged 
communities, or  target funding amount for certain project types, and 

1.4 WHEREAS the Active Transportation Program Guidelines (Resolution G-16-07) require 
metropolitan planning organizations to submit their guidelines to the Commission by June 1, 
2016, and 

1.5 WHEREAS metropolitan planning organization guidelines were submitted by the Fresno 
Council of Governments on May 27, 2016; by the Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
on May 24, 2016; by the San Diego Association of Governments on June 1, 2016; and by 
Tulare County Association of Governments on May 24, 2016. 

2.1 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission adopts the regional guidelines 
proposed by the Fresno Council of Governments, Sacramento Area Council of Governments, 
the San Diego Association of Governments, and by Tulare County Association of 
Governments for administering their  2017 metropolitan planning organization competitive 
program, as presented by Commission Staff on June 29-30, 2016, and 

2.2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these guidelines do not preclude any project nomination 
or any project selection that is consistent with the implementing legislation. 
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