
STATE OF CALIFORNIA      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

M e m o r a n d u m

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: June 29-30, 2016 

Reference No.: 2.2c.(13)  
Action 

From:  SUSAN BRANSEN 
Executive Director 

Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE VAN NESS AVENUE BUS 
RAPID TRANSIT PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-16-49) 

ISSUE:  
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR) for the Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Project (Project) in San Francisco 
County for future consideration of funding? 

RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends the Commission accept the FEIR and approve the project for future 
consideration of funding.  

BACKGROUND:   
The San Francisco County Transportation Authority (SFCTA) is the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency for the project.  The proposed project involves improvements 
to implement a bus rapid transit (BRT) along a 2-mile stretch of Van Ness Avenue  in San 
Francisco, from Van Ness Avenue at Lombard Street in the north to South Van Ness Avenue at 
Mission Street in the south and includes:  dedicated bus lanes, level or near level boarding, 
consolidated transit stops, high-quality stations, proof of payment, traffic signal optimization, 
transit signal priority, fewer left-turn pocket lanes, and pedestrian safety enhancements. 

On September 10, 2013, SFCTA adopted the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the 
Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Project under CEQA.   

The Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) determined that impacts related to traffic and the 
decline in levels-of-service in parallel streets would be significant and unavoidable.   

The SFCTA found that there were several benefits that outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include overriding economic, legal, social 
and technological considerations that outweigh the identified significant effects on the 
environment.  The SFCTA cited benefits related to improved transit travel time; compliance with 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) platform requirements; increased pedestrian safety; 
improved median and streetscape features; the achievement of higher throughput numbers for 
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people in transit and cars through each lane of Van Ness Avenue; and reduced costs for operating 
bus routes 47 and 49 (fewer buses and drivers would be used). 
     
On May 7, 2016, the SFCTA confirmed that the 2013 FEIR remains valid and that there are no 
new identified impacts requiring mitigation since adoption.   The SFCTA also confirmed that the 
preferred alternative set forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the project 
scope of the work programmed by the Commission.  
 
The Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Project is a signature project of the SFCTA’s 
Proposition K transportation sales tax program.  The project aims to: 
 

• Significantly improve transit reliability, speed, connectivity, and comfort; 
• Improve pedestrian comfort, amenities, and safety; 
• Enhance the urban design and identity of Van Ness Avenue; 
• Create a more livable and attractive street for local residential, commercial, and other 

activities; and, 
• Accommodate safe multimodal circulation and access within the corridor. 

 
The project is estimated to cost $5,075,000 and is fully funded through construction with Active 
Transportation Program (ATP) Funds ($4,058,000) and Local San Francisco Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority Revenue Bond Funds ($1,017,000).   Construction is estimated to begin 
in Fiscal Year 2016/17. 
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
04– San Francisco County 

Resolution E-16-49    
 

1.1 WHEREAS, the San Francisco County Transportation Authority (SFMTA) has 
completed a Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following 
project: 

 
• Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the SFMTA has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 

was completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
1.3 WHEREAS,  the project involves improvements to implement a bus rapid transit 

(BRT) along a 2-mile stretch of Van Ness Avenue  in San Francisco, from Van 
Ness Avenue at Lombard Street in the north to South Van Ness Avenue at Mission 
Street in the south; and  

 
1.4 WHEREAS,  the project is located on Van Ness Avenue and South Van Ness 

Avenue, from Van Ness Avenue at Lombard Street to South Van Ness Avenue at 
Mission Street, in the City and County of San Francisco; and  
 

1.5 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the SFMTA on September 10, 2013, adopted the Final Environmental 

Impact Report (FEIR); and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the SFMTA on September 7, 2016, confirmed that the 2013 FEIR 

remains valid with no new identified impacts; and 
 
1.8 WHEREAS, the SFMTA determined that impacts related to traffic and the decline 

in levels-of-service in parallel streets would be significant and unavoidable; and 
 
1.9 WHEREAS, the SFMTA adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project finding that the project benefits outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects; and 

 
2.0 WHEREAS, the SFMTA adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

for the project; and 
 
2.1 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the 

facts as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations; and 
 



2.2  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 
Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report and Addendum 
and approves the above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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