
STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EXHIBIT 
COLUMN PROTECTION SYSTEMS 15-EX-11 (REV 1/2021) 
 Page 1 of 10 

 
COLUMN PROTECTION SYSTEMS 

 
Airspace Leases require a column protection system in areas where columns are 
exposed to vehicular traffic.  Protection systems using material capable of shrinking 
with age, such as wood, must have the ability to adjust for shrinkage.  Systems using 
adhesive bonding will not be permitted.  Areas exposed to pedestrian traffic will 
have the additional requirement of presenting smooth surfaces to the passersby.* 
 
The following illustrations are examples of different types of column protection that 
can be used.  They are not intended to be all encompassing, nor are they 
mandatory.  If the samples provided are not suitable for a particular project, the 
applicant may submit an independent design of column protection for review.  
However, the system used shall provide an equivalent amount of protection to the 
structure columns and public as the examples shown. 
 

* A column protection system as shown in the example utilizing straps and 
turnbuckle satisfies the smoothness requirement for pedestrians.
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