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California Test 540 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA-CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY D08/25/2020 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Transportation Laboratory 5900 Folsom Blvd. 
Sacramento, California 95819-4612 

METHODOFTESTFORMAKINGANDCURINGCONCRETE TEST SPECIMENS 
IN THE FIELD 

A. SCOPE 

This test method describes the procedure for makinking,

DRAFT
king,g, handling, and curing 

4.1.1 Wher e Standard Specifications, "Method 1" 
ndard Curing in ASTM C31-19. "Method 2" 
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st paragraph of Section 5.2 with: 

Cylinder lds – 4 in. x 8 in. cylinder molds or 6 in. x 12 in. cylinder 

Method 3" will bed "Method 3" will beDRAFT
d "Method 3" will be 

2. paDRAFT
pa

 MoMoldDRAFT

Mold 
molds with lids conforming to the requirements of ASTM C470-15 
must be used. 

3. Replace Practice C172/C172M in the 1st paragraph of Section 7.1 
with: 

Practice C172/C172M-17 

4. Replace the 1st paragraph of Section 6.3 with: 

The individual making and curing specimens for acceptance 
testing must be qualified under the Department's Independent 
Assurance Program (IAP). 
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5. Replace Section 8 with: 

8. RESERVED 

6. Replace the 2nd sentence in the 1st paragraph of Section 9.5.1 with: 

The top surface of freshly made cylinders must not be capped 
using neat Portland cement paste. 

7. Add to end of Section 12: 

12.2 Section 12.2 applies to concrete cylinders. 

12.2.1 Form TL-0502 sample identifica ard must be complete. 
There should not be any blank sp ation of concrete 
strength must be included in R
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Example: Contact No. 09-100844 

Sample No. 1-28-1/5 

DateCast _ 

Structure ID: 59-5629L 

Where: In the sample number shown above, the first digit indicates 
Method 1 storage for curing (use only one digit for this 
designation). The second group of digits indicates that the 
cylinder is to be tested at 28 days (use 2 digits for the test 
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age). The third symbol (1/5) indicates that it is the No. 1 
cylinder of the 5-cylinder trial batch sample (the No. 2 
cylinder would be marked 2/5, etc.). 

C. REPORTING OFRESULTS 

RESERVED 

D. HEALTH ANDSAFETY 

It is the responsibility of the user of this test method to establish appropriate 
ability of regulatory 

limitations prior to use. Prior to handling, testing o g of any materials, 
testers must be knowledgeable about safe la ces, hazards and 
exposure, chemical procurement and stor l protective apparel
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